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thoughts from Steve

Thoughts from Steve

I began my parish ministry serving a 5 point charge in southwest Iowa from 1983 to 1985.  
The parish included the county seat town of Corning, plus four country churches named 
Brooks, Carbon, Carl and Mt. Etna.  The country churches were nestled into the four corners 
of Adams County.  All of them at one time were communities that had populations enough 
to support businesses and schools.  In fact, Mt. Etna’s store fronts now make up most of 
Main Street at Living History Farms.  The churches and the cemeteries are about all that 
remains as evidence of these small towns.

I served this parish in the midst of the Farm Crisis.  It was a hard time to begin my ministry.  
Everyone was affected by the rural crises.  Everyone was tense and fearful during those 
times.  It was heartbreaking as farmers lost their farms, businesses shut down, and churches 
struggled to keep their doors open.  The United Methodist Church made a commitment to 
remain as a place of comfort and worked to bring the community together.  

During this period it was unbelievable that people were hungry in the breadbasket of 
the world.  I remember getting a semi load of bags of potatoes that had been rejected 
by a potato chip factory.  We had a free potato distribution on Main Street of Corning.  
We attempted to organize it, but as soon as we opened up the semi people were 
scrambling to grab bags of potatoes before we had a chance to pass them out.  The 
semi was emptied in 20 minutes.  Those were desperate times.  

I worked out an agreement with my churches to make it easier for them that I would 
get paid once a week depending on the offering.  There were some weeks we did 
not get paid, but the church members made sure our refrigerator and freezer were 
always full of food, and I could charge gas at the local station.  Even in the hard times, 
people were very generous.  It drew us closer to one another, and to God.  For some, 
faith was all they had in the lean times.  The church remained as a testimony of many 
generations of members who found comfort in a loving God and in one another.

As I look back it was much harder to preach in those small congregations than in larger 
churches like ours.  Imagine looking into the eyes of 30 to 40 people who were closely 
related or farmed next to each other for many generations.  When one hurt, everyone 
hurt.  There was no pretending in a sweet by-and-by faith.  Faith was real and genuine 

with raw emotions of loss, anger, and pain.  I sought to bring them the hope we have in Jesus 
Christ who has suffered our pain and loss, and yet demonstrates that love is more powerful 
than anything the world can throw at us.  

Driving out to Washington Chapel reminds me of those days.  Our relationship with 
Washington Chapel has been a Godsend.  They were a dying church that wanted to hold 
on long enough to celebrate their 160th Anniversary, but here we are 1 year later still 
meeting every Sunday.  Being able to work with Washington Chapel has given members of 
our church an opportunity to try preaching on for size.  Thanks to Jordan Derhammer for 
organizing and scheduling speakers for each Sunday as the church is breathing new life.  This 
is evidence of God working in our midst.  

This relationship with Washington Chapel has been a blessing for all of us.  With our Lay 
Speakers’ sharing their faith through preaching it has given them experience and confidence 
to preach at our services at First.  They have been a big help during this transition as we 
await the arrival of our new Associate Pastor Matt German.     We are blessed to have so 
many lay people willing and able to serve and share their faith in Jesus Christ. Thank you!  

Pastor Steve



worship

Altar Flowers
The altar flower calendar for 2016 is 
at the Welcome Center. Sign up now 
to recognize a special date or to honor 
a loved one with flowers for the altar. 
Have the flowers delivered to the church 
on Friday, please.

Fall / Winter Sunday Schedule Resumes Sept 11
Sunday School will begin and our second traditional service will move back to its regular 
11:00 time.  The Sunday morning schedule will be:

• 8:30 Transformation – Pastor Matt
• 8:30 Traditional – Pastor Steve
• 9:45 Sunday School for all ages
• 11:00 Traditional – Pastor Steve

Keys of Understanding
Kick off the fall semester with three weeks of explorations of key Christian concepts.  
September 7, Lesley Toma will address What is Heaven, the following two weeks Karl Dance 
and Sue Ney will look at Free Will and Living Intentionally.  Join us for Fusion Tonight, Sept 7 
at 6:45, and every week after that at 7:15, upstairs in the theater.  

Verses vs. Versus, Exploring UMC Social Principles
Did you know that there is a United Methodist Book of Social Principles?  These are the 
stances that our global United Methodist Church takes on issues of social and cultural 
concern - they’re the kinds of issues we discuss and argue about at coffee shops and on 
facebook.  It is safe to say that we don’t all agree on all of the issues, but as we apply Biblical 
principles, maybe we can find some common understandings.  The fact that we may 
disagree does not mean we are enemies.  We’ll 
be exploring some of these issues this fall in our 
Wednesday evening worship, Fusion Tonight.  
For six weeks, beginning September 28, our 
messages will dig into the various communities 
we live in: natural, nurturing, social, economic, 
political, and the larger world.  We promise you 
will be challenged as our pool of lay speakers 
tries to resolve their own personal viewpoints 
with the stated positions of our United Methodist 
Church.  Everyone is welcome to join 
us for this special Fusion series.   

Fusion Tonight
It’s fun and it’s serious:  worship as a talk show.  Fusion is a true worship 
venue with prayers, open mic time, offering and a real message of faith.  Fusion Tonight is 
our laity-led Wednesday night worship where we’re not afraid to have some fun while still 
digging deeply into the issues of faith that weigh heavily on all of us.  Fusion is for everyone 
and you’re invited.  Find us upstairs in the theater, Wednesday nights at 7:15. (Sept 7 only at 
6:45pm)

Our Sister Church – Washington Chapel
It’s been a year since we began our relationship with Washington Chapel UMC, and both of 
our churches have been blessed. Please visit the congregation at this country church in a 
beautiful rural setting. It’s lovely, peaceful, and the regulars are always happy to meet Jordan 
Derhammer’s friends from First UMC.

Washington Chapel is just north of Cedar Falls at the intersection of Ford and Bennington 
Roads. Services begin at 10:30 every Sunday morning. Here’s who is preaching:
September 4 – David Glenn-Burns – with communion
September 11 – Lesley Toma
September 18 – Lisa Congdon
September 25 – Mark Fransdal

We Have An Announcement 
and you’re holding it in your hand.  In 
an effort to maintain a more worshipful 
atmosphere, the Worship Committee 
has elected to cease making church 
announcements during worship services 
effective Sunday, September 4.  Please 
approach our worship times in a spirit of 
reverence and prayer and use the time 
to draw closer to God.   

All announcements will be available 
in the weekly bulletins, in the monthly 
newsletters, on facebook, twitter, and 
our church website, aboutfirst.com.  So, 
if you want to know what’s going on, 
read your Sunday bulletin! 

God’s Phone Number
Do you know God’s phone number?
It’s Jeremiah - 333
You can call it any time. His line is never 
busy.  In fact, God says he is waiting for 
your call. He longs to hear the sound of 
your voice.

So call him- Jeremiah 33:3
“Call to me and I will answer you and 
tell you great and unsearchable things 
you do not know.” (NIV)

Taken from: Thoughts to Make Your Heart 
Sing, Sally Lloyd-Jones & Jago.  
God is waiting to hear from us each day!

You are invited to join the prayer team 
any Sunday morning as we lift up 
worship in the chapel at 8:00 a.m. 
Questions, please contact one of the 
prayer team members: Jim Larson, 
Genny Van Dorn, Debbie Dance and Jan 
Hoover



home

Two Welcome Events for
Pastor Matt, Liz & Addisyn
Sunday Morning Reception
Our SPRC is sponsoring a welcome 
reception for Pastor Matt, Liz and 
Addisyn on Sunday morning, September  
11.  The Germans will be in the Gathering  
Place after our 8:30 worship, so put on 
your nametag, a smile, and introduce 
yourself.  We’ll have a photo booth 
set up so that you can share a picture 
with Pastor Matt and Liz to help them 
connect names and faces.  We’ll have 
lots of food and will make a special 
welcome presentation at 10:30.  

Picnic at Sam & Denise’s
Come help us welcome Pastor Matt, 
Liz and Addisyn with a potluck picnic 
and Smores by the fire pit.  Join us at 
6:30 p.m. on Friday, September 23, at 
Sam and Denise Barr’s place -- 3815 
Evergreen Lane, Cedar Falls.  Bring a 
dish to share and your own beverage.  
Hotdogs, water bottles, and Smores 
provided.  Oh, and throw in a lawn 
chair!  Please RSVP at 266-1344 so Sam 
doesn’t have to eat hotdogs for a month.

New First UMC Shirts On Sale Through Sept 4
You’ve seen some of the church staff wearing these, now you can have one, too.

shirt color: purple
embroidery color: white
sizes: small - XXXXL

button-up
• 100% cotton
• one pocket
• short or long sleeve
• unisex
• $ 35

polo
• 6.7oz medium-heavy blend 60/40
• short sleeve only
• women’s & men’s cuts available
• $27

How it works:
Order your shirt in the Gathering Place, last two 
Sundays of August or first Sunday of September.  
Pay when you order.  Shirts will made-to-order, only.  Delivery late Sept - early Oct.

Fall Kickoff Picnic
EVENT:  The Annual Church picnic to kickoff our Fall Wednesday night activities
WHEN:  Wednesday, September 7th
TIME:  5:30 pm
LOCATION:  First United Methodist Church, Green Space
WHO’S INVITED:  EVERYONE!  Pick up some invitation cards at the Welcome Center and 
pass them out to your friends!  
DETAILS: Please sign up at the Welcome Center if you are able to bring some munchies or 
cookies/bars.  The Fun and Fellowship committee will have games and activities, and the 
kids will have a ton of fun!  

Stay around after eating and come worship with us upstairs.  Our Fusion Worship 
Experience, hosted by the incomparable Jon Cooper, will be insightful and entertaining.  
Lesley Toma will speak on “What is Heaven”.  This week only Fusion will begin at 6:45 pm.  
Come prepared for a fun time of fellowship as we kick off another wonderful year here at 
First United Methodist Church!

S’Mores & More - September 25
The Fun & Fellowship committee is once again sponsoring the S’mores & More Picnic on 
September 25th from 4-7pm.  This event will be held at the shelter at George Wyth again 
as it has in past years.  Bonfire, hot dogs, 
s’mores, hayrides, music & games, just 
for fun!  Enjoy an afternoon in the great 
outdoors.  Everyone is invited!  We had 
a GREAT turnout last year and hope to 
exceed it this year! We will have a good ol’ 
fashioned pot luck for sides and desserts. 
Table service will be provided.  Don’t 
forget your lawn chairs!



news

Financial Update—
July Receipts       $72,066
July Expenses      $63,870
YTD Receipts      $491,915         
YTD Expenses   $480,630

As of August 21—
2016 budget amount needed       $576,418
2016 general fund received           $519,298
Mortgage balance August 23        $732,694
(Line of Credit & Mortgage merged)

Greenhill Property Update
Have you noticed the sold sign on the Greenhill Property?  Closing date will be late 
September.  The Endowment Committee will receive the money through our Trustees.  
The Greenhill site was a gift from the Prairie Springs United Methodist Church which had 
hoped to build on the location.  A lot has changed in the 10 years that we have cared for 
the site.  Traffic patterns have made it difficult to use the land for outdoor events, and utility 
improvements which would be required if we were to build, are prohibitively expensive.  The 
land has provided an nice rest-stop along our bike trails, but has not seen much ministry use.

To remain true to our covenent with Prairie Springs, proceeds from the sale of this propterty 
will be used to fund ministries beyond our church’s four walls.  The first $100,000 will be 
contributed to the Western Home Community’s chapel construction, which will give us a site 
to offer worship services, Bible studies and satellite ministries in southern Cedar Falls.  We 
are excited to have a home base in this growing area of our community.  

Mid-Year Update from The Finance Committee
We are half way through the year and Finance Committee would like to provide you with a
recap of the church’s current financial status.

Annual Income
Our 2016 annual budget of $881,581 is based on pledges and other anticipated gifts to the
church. Being at the half way-mark in 2016, we expect to have giving and expenses at
approximately 50% of the budget or $440,791. Giving for the first six months is $411,206
which is less than one-half of our budget. At the half-way mark, we are $29,585 behind
budget ($440,791 minus $411,206.)

Part of the shortfall is due to the summer months which are historically slow months for
income due to lower summer attendance. Expenses are consistent month to month even if 
we are away enjoying summer activities. To avoid our typical summer slump, the finance
committee reminds you to remember the church with your giving.

One thing that helps the church’s cash flow is those of you who have decided to use ACH
automatic, electronic giving. This form of giving helps by having consistent giving each
month. If you wish to utilize this form of giving, contact Deb in the church office.

Raise the Roof and Building Mortgage
The Finance Committee thanks everyone who contributed to the recent Raise the Roof
campaign. Your contributions were used to pay a portion of the roof expenses totaling
$109,279. The repairs are done and the expenses are paid. The cost for repairs exceeded
contributions by $73,772, and were financed on a line of credit. The $73,772 line of credit
balance will be combined with the existing mortgage loan balance of $666,328.75. You may
contribute special gifts to be used to pay down the mortgage loan at any time.

Our current Building Fund campaign ends December 31, 2016. A 2017 Building Fund 
Campaign Committee is being formed.

Solar Panels
Wow! This congregation is generous. $11,175 was contributed to purchase solar panels. We
have begun receiving solar credits toward our utility bill. The first three months credits total
$167. This investment will reduce our utility bills for years to come. Thank you!

New Playground Will 
Break Ground This Month 
The dream to create a safe area for our 
children to play outside is coming true.  A 
new playground will be built in the green 
space north of the Gathering Space.   This 
project is being worked on in partnership 
with First Kids, with both of us contributing 
financially to the project.  The playground 
will be designed for toddlers through 
early elementary children with a security 
fence and tan colored rubber mulch for 
safety.  Plans will include landscaping and 
a patio that will serve as an extension to 
our Gathering Place for coffee fellowship 
on a nice day.  The new playground will 
be a message to our community that we 
welcome children.  



Sept 6 - Food Bank Work Crew
Here’s a fun and easy way to help the food insecure in our 
community...  Mark your calendar for Tuesday, September 6 to help 
at the Food Bank at 1605 Lafayette Street in Waterloo. You can 
carpool with Lisa or get yourself to the Food Bank and come into 
the Volunteer Entrance. The Methodists and friends will be there 
from 6:00 to no later than 8:00pm.

Sept 6 - Grief Support Session
When: Tuesday, September 6th
Where: Church Parlor
Time: 2:00 to 3:30 pm
If you are grieving a loss, you are welcome.  We provide a safe, 
confidential time to share feelings and thoughts.  If you have 
questions, please contact Carol through the church office at 266-1713.

Sept 13 - Card-Making Party
When: Tuesday, September 13th
Where: The Gathering Place
Time: 1:00 to 5:00 pm (Come-and-Go)
Come join the fun as we make recycled greeting cards to send and 
sell on the card rack.  No experience is necessary! This quarter’s 
profits are going to the Ingathering for postage.

Sept 15- First Friends Potluck
Everyone is welcome! Spend some time enjoying good food, card 
games, dominos, cribbage, etc. Fellowship is an important part of 
the gathering. Check us out! Come and get better acquainted with 
others in the church. Couples and singles are welcome. Bring a dish 
to share and your own table service. We meet on the third Thursday 
of every month from noon until 2 pm in the Gathering Place. Need 
more information? 

Sept 26 - LifeServe Blood Drive
We collected 27 units of blood at the August 29 blood drive!  That’s 
enough to make a lifesaving impact on up to 81 hospital patients.

We are hosting the next blood drive on Monday, September 26 
from 12:30-6:00. Donors, cookie bakers, and hosts are needed. 
They have quite a few appointments slots to fill. Sign up to donate 
at www.lifeservebloodcenter.org.  Use the sign-up sheet at the 
Welcome Center to let Lisa know if you can donate cookies or chat 
and serve cookies to the donors for an hour or so.

October 1-2 - Appalachian Craft Sale
The Red Bird Mission Craft Show and Sale will be here the first 
weekend in October. Put it on your calendar now.   Start saving your 
money and get all of your Christmas shopping done at once.

Every Thursday - Zumba
Zumba with us on Thursdays at 5:30 pm in our Fellowship Hall! A 
free-will contribution of a couple of bucks is appreciated. Contact 
mary.friedrich@cfu.net if you have questions. Come and dance...it’s 
never too late to join us on this fun fitness adventure!

events

5:15 - 6:00    The Filling Station 
          - a meal for everyone.  Eat & go on to .....
5:15 - 6:00    Children’s Choir 
          - musical fun for kids who like to sing
6:00 - 7:10    Jr / Sr  High Youth 
          - fun & connections for 7th - 12th graders
6:00 - 7:15    BLAST! (for kids) 
                         - Bible Learning And Service Together
6:00 - 7:15    More Than Moms
                        - helps for the real life of womanhood
6:00 - 7:15    Seamless
                        - Bible study for women
6:00 - 7:15    Men’s Group 
         - hangin’ with the fellas
6:00 - 7:30   John Study 
         - 6 weeks beginning Sept 14.  All welcome.
6:00 - 7:30   Tower Bells 
         - weekly bell choir rehearsal.  Want to play? 
7:15 - 8:00    FUSION Tonight 
         - live talk show / worship 
7:30 - 8:30    Chancel Choir 
         - for adults who love to sing

Wednesday Night = Church Night
Our Wednesday nights have something for everyone.  We’ll crank 
up the fall semester schedule on September 14. 

PICNIC

5 30
hot grilled
burgers/dogs

Everyone’s welcome to be our guest 
as we kick oFF another season of 
our jam-packed Wednesday nights.

6 45
Fusion Tonight
worship/talk

an
nu

al

you’re invited!

Wednesday, September 7

free food!



Recurring Weekly:

Sunday
8:00  prayer in the chapel
8:30  Transformation Worship 
8:30  Traditional Service, sanctuary
9:30  Fellowship time, Gathering Place
9:45  Sunday School for all ages
10:30 Washington Chapel Worship
11:00 Traditional Service, sanctuary
6:00 Les Cloches d’Or rehearsal, sanctuary*
7:30 Chapel Ringers rehearsal, sanctuary*
* weekly beginning Sept 11

Tuesday
7:00  Men’s Breakfast
9:30  Tuesday Bible Study, chapel
9:30-1:00    Quilters/Stitchers, 059 
4:30-6:00 Community Meal, Fellowship Hall
6:30  Transformation Band, Fellowship Hall
6:30-8:00 men’s group
7:00-9:00 AA, 055

Wednesday
9:00    Women Connected by Prayer, parlor
5:15     AA, 055
5:15   Filling Station Meal*
5:15   Children’s Choir*
6:00 Jr/Sr High Youth*
6:00 BLAST*
6:00 More Than Moms*
6:00 Seamless Study*
6:00 Men’s Group*
6:00 Gospel of John Study*
6:00 Tower Bells
6:30  WOW AA, 055
7:15   Fusion Tonight
7:30  Chancel Choir*
* weekly beginning Sept 14

Thursday
5:30-6:30 Zumba, Fellowship Hall
7:00  Transformation Band, Fellowship Hall

Also Scheduled....

THURSDAY September 1
No Zumba!

SUNDAY September 4
2nd Traditional service is at 10:00 today
10:30  Washington Chapel – Dave GB

MONDAY September 5
Labor Day, church office closed

TUESDAY September 6
9:30   UMW Board Meeting, 058
2:00-3:30    Grief support, parlor
6:00  Food Bank Work Crew
6:30      Transformation Band, Fellowship Hall

WEDNESDAY September 7
5:30  Fall kick-off picnic
6:45  FUSION Tonight Steve/Lesley

THURSDAY September 8
1:00  UMW Unit Meeting, at Fransdal farm
6:30 SPRC, 057
7:00-8:30  Cub Scouts Gather Pl

SATURDAY September 10
Adventureland Youth Mission Day
9:00-noon Met Chorale, sanctuary, GP

SUNDAY September 11
Christian Education offering
resume school year worship schedule
Sunday school and bells choirs start
9:30  Welcome to Pastor Matt, Liz, Addisyn
10:30  Washington Chapel – Lesley Toma
11:00 Traditional Service, sanctuary 
5:00  Confirmation, library

MONDAY September 12
5:30  First Kids Board Meeting, 056
5:45-7:45  Healthy Cooking, kitchen
6:30  HOME Team, chapel
7:00-9;00 Met Chorale, sanctuary

TUESDAY September 13
1:00-5:00 Cardmaking , Gathering Place
6:30   Prayer Team, chapel

WEDNESDAY September 14
all Wednesday night activities begin!
9:30-11:30 MOMs group, library and gym
2:00  Communion Service, Western Home 
6:30  Finance Committee, 057
7:15    FUSION tonight Matt G /Karl Dance

THURSDAY September 15
12:00  1st Friends Potluck, Gathering Place
4:00-8:00 Dining for Dollars at Texas Road-
house for CROP WALK
6:00-8:30  Girl Scouts, GP/library
6:30 Trustees,  057

SATURDAY September 17
9:00 Ingathering Pre-meeting, library

SUNDAY September 18
More Than Moms bake sale
9:00-noon Stephen Ministry Open House
10:30  Washington Chapel – Lisa Congdon

MONDAY September 19
Midwest Mission Group leaves 
10:00  Deborah Circle
5:45 Met Chorale Board, sanctuary
6:30  Stephen Ministry Supervision
6:30  Worship Committee, library
7:00-9;00 Met Chorale, sanctuary

TUESDAY September 20
October Newsletter Deadline

WEDNESDAY September 21
11:00 Windsor Care Chapel Service
9:30-11:30 MOMs group, library and gym
7:15     FUSION Tonight, Becca/Sue Ney

THURSDAY September 22
9:30  Mary Circle, parlor

FRIDAY September 23
Midwest Mission group returns

SUNDAY September 25
10:30  Washington Chapel – Mark Fransdal
4:00-7:00   S’mores and More, George Wyth

MONDAY September 26
Grief support goes to Orange School
12:30-6:00  Blood Drive, Gathering Place
7:00-9;00 Met Chorale, sanctuary

WEDNESDAY September 28
2:00 Windermere Communion Service
7:15 FUSION Tonight, J&K Roy/Chris Congdon

FRIDAY September 30
noon newsletter mailing crew

SATURDAY October 1
9-2  Red Bird Mission Craft Sale

   september calendar



Learn & Grow

Church-Wide Study 
 John The Gospel of Light and Life by Adam Hamilton. This study invites readers to find their 
own place in the Gospel story and to follow a fresh path to God.  Many of our adult Sunday 
School classes will be participating in this six-week study and our youth and children will take 
part in age-appropriate versions, too.   In an effort to bring this study full circle, the pastors 
will be preaching on the week’s topics on Sunday morning.  The first fifty books are $8.00 
after that the price will be dictated by Cokesbury.  If you are a Sunday school or Group leader 
and would like to lead your class in this study please contact Jenna Engel.

Pastor Steve will also be leading a Wednesday night class starting on September 14th. If you 
are interested in joining please see the signup sheet located at the Welcome Center. Child 
care will be available on Wednesday nights.

Mommy Maintenance is Now “More Than Moms”
Attention all tired and stressed out women!   There is a place for you on Wednesday nights to 
give you joy and rejuvenation.  Beginning September 14th through December 7th, join us in 
the Parlor from 6 – 7pm for a time of renewal, relaxation and fellowship (child care provided.) 

We are also officially changing our name from Mommy Maintenance to More than Moms.  
This is a perfect description for the women of the group as individuals and as a collective 
body, since many come that don’t have kids!

Fun times are already scheduled for this Fall.  Invite a friend . . . all are welcome!
Any questions, please contact Lesley Toma at (319) 266-1713 or lesleytoma@aboutfirst.com             

Seamless – Understanding the Bible as One Complete Story 
by Angie Smith (Women’s Bible Study)
Please consider joining us for 7 amazing weeks! You will see that the Word is ALIVE!
When: Wednesday evenings this fall from 6:00 – 7:15 (Please come at 5:30 if you would like 
to join us in the Gathering Space for some food, fellowship, and fun!)
Where: We will meet in the chapel just off the Gathering Space 
BEGINS: September 14 – October 26
To sign up please contact Shelley Schlatter at Shelley.schlatter@gmail.com or 641-373-0244.
 Whether you’ve grown up hearing Bible stories or you’re exploring Scripture for the first time, 
the full story of the Bible can be overwhelming. The 66 books may seem disconnected at first 
glance. In this study, Angie Smith shows you how the whole Bible – from Genesis through 
Revelation – connects as one beautiful, seamless thread.
In this study you will:
• Understand the Bible as a whole as you change the way you look at Scripture
• Connect with the people, places, and promises of God’s Word in a fresh way
• Gain clarity and confidence in your understanding of Scripture
• Discover a biblical context that brings to life stories from the Old and New Testaments

Tuesday Bible Study 
The Tuesday morning Bible Study meets in the chapel at 9:30 on Tuesday mornings. Bring 
your Bible – whichever one you prefer – and be prepared to read through and discuss. They 
started over again with Genesis in June, so it’ll be the cool Old Testament stories for awhile 
now. No homework or study guide is required, just read along with this group of women and 
offer your insight. Shirley Bolin is the contact for this group.                              



learn & grow

The Best “Church Thing”
You’ve Ever Done
If you’re ready 
 • to step forward in a bold, new way
  • to unlock your potential as a servant in 

the Church
  • to explore the history and structure of 

our United Methodist Church
  • to commit yourself to your personal 

ministry at a higher level

You are just what we’re looking for at  
the Iowa Annual Conference’s School 
for Lay Ministry(SLM).  SLM is designed 
to grow Iowa churches by providing 
a supplemental source of leadership.  
Some of the ways that SLM graduates 
serve are: volunteer management, 
Christian education, care-giving, youth 
programming, outreach, and the SLM is 
the pathway to becoming a Certified Lay 
Servant.  

Students devote four weekends a year 
for three years to this program.  Classes 
are held at the Cornell, Simpson and 
Morningside colleges.   There are reading 
assignments, lecture sessions, group 
discussions and activities.  It’s not for 
everyone - you have to be serious about 
this - but if you are, you will end up 
having one of the most enlightening 
experiences in your Christian life.  
Weekend courses will dig into worship, 
congregational care, Christian ethics, 
theological perspectives, missions, social 
concerns, church history, doctrine and 
polity and strategizing for growth.  You 
will emerge equipped and inspired to 
see your life as a ministry and to share it 
openly in ways that suit your strengths 
and skills.  In our congregation, Lesley 
Toma, Karl Dance, Jan Hoover, Chris 
Congdon, Jim Reidy, Padma Templeton 
and Lisa Congdon are graduates of the 
program.  Sue Ney, Jon Cooper and 
Shane Waltz are current students.  Ask 
any of them about their experience, 
or talk to one of our pastors about the 
application process.  
More information can be found at 
www.iaumc.org.

Get Away For a Long Weekend and Renew Your Faith
This three-day retreat will take you away from the distractions of life and allow you to focus 
on what a new life of discipleship might look like.  You’ll be immersed in a caring Christian 
community, and will be encouraged and challenged to find ways to live out your faith in 
your home church and your community.  During your “walk” you’ll be comfortably fed 
and housed, and you’ll have plenty of time for a good night’s sleep.  While the weekend is 
structured and scheduled, there are ample break times, too. 

How far?  This walk is symbolic, not an actual physical challenge.  Facilities and activities 
are fully accessible. The name, Walk to Emmaus refers to the story in Luke 24:13-35 where 
Jesus appears to, and walks with, two travelers  who do not recognize the risen Christ in 
their midst until he breaks bread with them.  In this weekend, you’ll learn to see Christ in the 
world around you, and will be inspired to be an instrument of His love.  

The Walk to Emmaus is an experience for adults, and there is a similar youth experience 
called Chrysalis.  If you have interest in learning more about the Walk to Emmaus or 
Chrysalis, contact the church office, and we can arrange for you to meet someone who has 
already been - there are many in our congregation.   Check out this video at www.vimeo.
com/8697255.

There’s plenty of time to make your Walk to Emmaus arrangements:
October 20-23 men’s walk #171  Solon, IA
November 3-6 women’s walk #172 Solon, IA 

Half - Truths (Women Connected By Prayer)
A new study begins Wednesday, September 14, 9:00 - 10:00 a.m. in the parlor
You are invited to join us in the parlor for the study, “Half Truths” by Pastor Adam Hamilton.  
True or false: 
1. Everything happens for a reason. 
2. God helps those who help themselves. 
3. God won’t give you more than you can handle. 
4. God said it, I believe it, that settles it. 
5. Love the sinner, hate the sin. 
All true? Not so fast. We’ve heard these phrases all of our lives, but in Adam Hamilton’s 
new book, Half Truths, you’ll learn that although they capture some element of truth, when 
compared to the wisdom found in Scripture, they’re really just popular sayings. There will be a 
study guide for each session, no book to purchase. 
Contact Jan Hoover with any questions.  

WALK



learn & grow

Adult Sunday School
Everyone is welcome - you do not need 
to be a member of First UMC to attend.  

Living Word  
Will spend time each week sharing and 
caring for each other then move on 
to study different books of the Bible.   
Room 057 Contact: Terri Grover

CCF (Christ Centered Families) **
This class will focus on strengthening 
our families and developing our young 
children into strong Christians.  
Room: 055, Kevin & Lori Price 

Growing Christians**
Our studies generally vary during the 
year from Bible studies, applying Biblical 
principles and the gifts that God puts 
into our lives.  Room 056, Kris Rash

Open Door
Our discussions are based on videos that 
help us better understand the Bible and 
its influence on our lives. 061 Contact: 
Sue Mutchler & Pauline Harding

Kaleidoscope
This group is for anyone willing to tackle 
any topic!  Room 058 Gil Hewett 

Seekers
The Seekers will be watching a video 
drama of the Gospel of John for four 
weeks beginning September 18.  Video 
will start at 10:00am.   This class has 
already done the all-church study, and 
offers these videos as an another look 
as the Gospel of John.  Room: 060  
Contact:  Debbie Dance.

The Flock**
The Flock welcomes all young adults 
(college & beyond) for fun, fellowship 
and study as we look at how the world 
around us influences our lives as 
Christians.   Third Floor Café,   
contact Lesley Toma

F.R.O.G.**
This class studies biblical themes and 
seeks concrete ways to put those 
lessons into action. Library: Contact Mark 
Schlatter.

** these classes will be taking part in the 
all-church study: John, the Gospel of Light 
and Life

Sunday School Back in Session Sept 11. 
Classes for all ages resume Sept 11th, at 9:45.  Preschool through 6th grade rooms are down 
stairs. 7th-12th room is on the 3rd floor. If you are new to the church or have a three year old 
and would like to get them involved with Sunday School please contact Jenna Engel. 

Filling Station
It’s tough to feed the family and get to church on-time, so let us handle dinner.  Join us 
for the Filling Station on Wednesday nights.  The Filling Station is in the Gathering Place 
5:15-6:00pm. Everyone is welcome!  A free-will donation will help us cover the cost of your 
meal.  Wanna help?  It’s fun!  Contact Jenna Engel.  

 
Please join us Wednesday nights.  BLAST is for students PK-6th grade.   The first night of 
B.L.A.S.T will be Wednesday, September 14th from 6:15-7:15 in Fellowship Hall. This fall we 
will be participating in the John Study. In B.L.A.S.T the kids will learn that Jesus is the Light, 
Jesus Cares, Jesus Brings life, Jesus’Final Instructions, Jesus is the King, and how Jesus is Alive! 
If you would like to be involved with this Ministry please contact Jenna Engel at jenna.engel@
aboutfirst.com 

Thanks to the Laura Story Team
Wow, what a weekend we had!  
Friday night, July 22, our sanctuary 
was filled with over 300 people 
for an evening of uplifting music 
and heartwarming testimony from 
Laura Story.  No one left without 
a smile on their face.  Rain and 
clouds greeted us Saturday for the 
women’s conference, but the day 
was not dampened.  Rick Alonzo’s 
powerful message and amazing 
artistry left us in awe.  Once again, 
Laura Story touched us through 
song, scripture and her testimony.  
Fun, fellowship, encouragement, 
music, art and food made this a perfect day.  Sunday 
morning our sanctuary was once again filled for more 
Art In Motion from Rick Alonzo.  Through his story 
and  his  art,  Rick touched many.  One member said 
that she said she could feel the Holy Spirit in the 
sanctuary on Sunday.  
 
An event of this magnitude does not just happen.  
Hard work, dedication and determination were vital to the success this weekend’s events.  
To say this group is the BEST would be an understatement.  Thank you to Mommy 
Maintenance for the idea, planning and fundraising for the events.  Every task this weekend 
was undertaken by volunteers.  Thank you to the following people who donated their 
time and talents to this weekend:  Denise Barr, Sam Barr, John Bentley, Stephanie Buchs, 
Laura Bruess, Gabby Burton, Martha Burton, Tim Burton, Debbie Condra, Chris Congdon, 
Lisa Congdon, Gabbi Cooper, Jon Cooper, Debbie Dance, Carrie DeBerg, Blake Drinovsky, 
Bethany Ely, Josh Ely, Jenna Engel, Mark Fransdal, Liz Gerstenkorn, Jane Jansen, Linda 
Kennedy, Cindi Knox, Ginger L’Heureux, Jill Loria, Becca Nims, Nancy Pfile, Jill Rechkemmer, 
Elizabeth Schaefer, Jake Schaefer, Mark Schlatter, Shelley Schlatter, Mary Schlicher, Doug 
Shaffer, Blair Templeton, Padma Templeton, Lesley Toma, Tabitha Waltz, Crystal Wilken, 
Janet Williams, Steve Williams and Linsey Zimmerman.



reaching out

On-Going Wish Lists
There are several in-church groups that 
can always use supplies to support their 
ministries. For your convenience, we have 
compiled the wish lists for Wee Care, 
UMCOR School Kits, FirstKids Daycare 
& Preschool, and Sunday School all on 
one sheet. And, we have also compiled a 
list of items that you may have at home 
that could be repurposed for another use 
by Lincoln School, our Cardmakers, and 
River Hills School. 
Pick up the Wish Lists sheet on the 
literature rack outside the church office, 
or at the donation collection site in the 
little hallway near the drinking fountain 
on the main level of the church.

Wee Care
Grateful parents of wee ones come to 
our church every Tuesday afternoon to 
pick up a supply of much needed baby 
goods. This gap ministry through LoveINC 
helps struggling families stretch their 
dollars. Diapers of all sizes are always 
appreciated, along with wipes, baby wash, 
baby lotion, 8 oz bottles and sippy cups. 
If you see a good deal on end-of-season 
baby clothes feel free to bring them in. 
We have a place to store them until the 
appropriate season.

Change a Child’s Story
We are making a difference to the 
students at Lincoln. Sixteen faithful 
volunteers spent about 525 hours as 
Reading Buddies for students this past 
school year. Wouldn’t it be great to 
double that for the next year?  Sign up 
to be a Reading Buddy at the display in 
the Gathering Place.  We will contact 
you when the teachers and students 
are ready for us in the classrooms (likely 
October).  You’ll be able to pick a day and 
time that works in your schedule. 

Your monetary donations provided books 
for students to take home as well as 
funds to enhance classroom libraries.   To 
help, usie the special offering envelopes 
at the display or note “Change a Child’s 
Story” on your check to FUMC.

CROP Hunger Walk is our September Mission of the Month
The annual CROP Hunger Walk happens Sunday, October 9 (registration at 1:30, walk at 
2:00). This year the walk will make a three mile loop beginning and ending at the NE Iowa 
Food Bank in Waterloo. You’ll have an opportunity to tour the facility and to hear about how 
this agency serves the food insecure not only in Black Hawk county, but 15 other counties in 
NE Iowa.
  
Our goal is primarily to raise funds for local projects like the NE Iowa Food Bank and the Jesse 
Cosby Neighborhood Center and to support world hunger projects through Church World 
Service. But, we have a secondary goal as well – to have the most walkers and raise the most 
money so we can display both of the coveted Golden Sneakers! Last year we had 41 walkers 
and raised $1,775. Once again, our church earned the Golden Sneaker award for the most 
donations, but Nazareth Lutheran had 11 more walkers than we did and kept the Golden 
Sneaker for the most walkers. We need to get it back! Let’s see if we can have at least 60 
walkers and raise over $2,500 this year.

During the month of 
September you’ll have 
opportunities to sign up to be 
a walker or to contribute to 
the cause. Every $10 donated 
will add a footprint to the 
display. We also need some 
cookie bakers to provide 
refreshments for the walkers 
at the end of the walk, and 
some friendly people to help 
serve cookies at the Food 
Bank.  Lisa could also use 
some help setting signs out on 
the route the day of the walk 
(late Sunday morning) and 
picking them up at the end.

For those who would like to help the NE Iowa Food Bank in another tangible way, we are 
collecting peanut butter again. Bring your jars to the church anytime before October 9. They 
need 12 to 18 oz jars to fill backpacks, and any variety is appreciated.

Check out the display in the Gathering Place for more information, and to sign up to walk or 
help in other ways.

CROP Hunger Walk Fundraiser 
at Texas Roadhouse
Here’s a delicious way to support the CROP Hunger 
Walk…eat at the Cedar Falls Texas Roadhouse between 
4:00-8:00 on Thursday, September 15. Bring the 
special flyer with you (available at the display in the 
Gathering Place) and Texas Roadhouse will donate 10% 
of your total food purchases to CROP Hunger Walk.  
This is a community-wide fundraiser for CROP Walk 



reaching out

Stephen Ministry Training
Stephen Ministry is personal Christian  
care.  If you have a caring heart, and 
listening ears, we encourage you to 
attend the Stephen Ministry Training 
sessions.  Stephen Ministry is one of 
the ways that we reach out and care for  
those in our congregation who are going 
through a tough time of life.  If you’d like 
to know more, contact Sandy Noelting or 
Dee Behr through the church office.

Congregational Care Thanks
Our thanks this month goes to Jane 
Wyckoff for the wonderful role she plays 
in delivering roses to those celebrating 
birthdays of 80 or more years.  She not 
only delivers them, but shares a smile 
and a lovely visit.  We also thank Bancroft 
Flowers for the many years they have 
furnished three lovely roses for the altar 
each Sunday.

Hospital reminder
Please call us, or have a family member 
or friend call us, if you are hospitalized. 
The hospitals are not able to contact us 
to give us this information. We want to 
support you and your family when illness 
or surgeries happen, but cannot do so if 
we are unaware. 

email Prayer Chain
If you would like to be on the church 
“eprayer” list, please let the church office 
know by emailing Lisa at  lisa.congdon@
aboutfirst.com . We send out prayer 
requests by email as they come in, and 
also include prayer requests noted on the 
attendance slips. Remember, to ensure 
privacy, please make sure to get permis-
sion from the party that you feel needs 
prayers. 

Kit Supplies for Ingathering
Thanks for all the school supplies! You have been VERY generous in your shopping for school 
supplies for the UMCOR school kits. Feel free to continue if this is something that you love to 
do, but we are moving our focus to two other UMCOR kits – Health Kits and Layettes. The list 
of items to complete the full kits are on the back counter of the Welcome Center, but here 
are the items we really need right now. 

For Health Kits:
Hand towels (15”25” to 17”x27”) new and unwashed
Combs (sturdy and at least 8”)
Nail clippers
Bath-size soap (no Ivory or Jergens)
Bandages (3/4”)
toothbrushes

For Layette Kits:
Cloth diapers
Baby-size washcloths
Sleepers

Receiving blankets (30”x30” or 32”x32” only)

Got extra fabric? Bring it in!
Along with the supplies to fill the school kits, there is also a need for fabric to make the school 
bags and other stitching projects. The Quilters & Stitchers are looking for durable material 
for school bags, 3+ yards of cotton material for sewing kits, and flannel, fleece, and quilting 
materials for various other uses. There is a designated bin for your fabric donations in the 
church collection site on the main level in the little hall across from the drinking fountain.  

Housewarming gifts appreciated for Threehouse 
If you wish to help with housewarming gifts and you like to shop, there is a gift registry 
at Target. They need basic items for the three bathrooms and to stock the kitchen with 
tableware, cookware, and cleaning supplies. To access the registry online: 
Go to target.com
Click on “registries&lists” at the top of the page
Scroll down to “search registries & wish lists”
First name: Three // Last name: House

If you prefer to get the list while at Target, go to the computer at customer service and use 
the first name “Three” and last name “House”.

Fill the Heifer Ark 
Check out the Heifer International Ark in the office window. We’ve been adding animals as 
the donations come in, but some of our critters are looking lonely. Use the offering envelopes 
beside the ark to donate, or make your check out to FUMC with “Heifer Ark” on the memo line. 



go / do

The Cheese Pull is an unofficial competition @ Summer Games

Go
Do you have an idea for a church mis-
sion for work, learning or evangelism?  

Contact Lisa Congdon in the church 
office and share your ideas.  There may 
be ways that the church can help you 
realize your mission vision.  

Community Meal
This is a great ministry of feeding and 
fellowship and you can be a part of it. 
Once a month - the fourth Tuesday 
- we plan, prepare, and serve the 
meal.  Meals are served from 4:30-
6:00, and the prep work begins early 
afternoon.  If you would like to help with 
meal preparation or serving, contact 
Jan Benson. We can use donations of 
desserts, too. We welcome new faces. 
There are opportunities for everyone.

Remember, while our team only serves 
on the fourth Tuesday, other churches 
are here cooking and serving every 
other Tuesday of the month.  You’re 
always welcome to come and eat - the 
community meal is completely free and 
open to everyone.  

Food Bank-every month
A crew from our church helps at the Food 
Bank the first Tuesday of each month. 
Expect to be there from 6:00 to no 
later than 8:00pm. They love to see the 
Methodists come to work. Would you like 
to be on the reminder email or do you 
want to know more? Contact Lisa in the 
church office. lisa.congdon@aboutfirst.
com 

Here’s some news from our Nigeria Connections
Paul Idi, a lecturer at Banyam Seminary 
(BTS) has been accepted to begin work on 
an advanced degree at Korean Methodist 
University in Seoul, South Korea.  This is great 
news, as a point in BTS’s 5-year development 
plan has been to get all faculty up to a 
minimum Master’s degree level.  Paul’s wife, 
Cecelia was our housekeeper and cook on our 
first trip to Nigeria in 2012.  They had a son 
this spring.  We wish Paul the very best and 
pray for his family in Nigeria, as they will be 
separated for the next two years.  

Great News!
Remember these hospital beds that were hanging around Cedar Falls for a couple of months 
last year?  Well, now they’re in Nigeria.  The sea container arrived in Jalingo, and now the 
medical beds are headed to new useful lives in our BTS clinic.  

Sad News
We are very sad to report that our friend Ombaku Lamoto passed 
away in July.  You may remember Ombaku from his visits to our 
church in Iowa - most recently just this May.  Ombaku was actually 
a native of the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and was a 
United Methodist missionary assigned to work in Nigeria.  Ombaku 
was a key player in the relationship between Iowa and Nigeria 
churches.  His office provided direction for the disbursement of 
missionary funds in Nigeria, so he was an important link in the 
United Methodist connection which made it possible for us to 
securely move money and resources.  Ombaku was a softspoken 
man of deep faith and we will miss his friendship.  Our prayers are 
with his family.  
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News from United Methodist Women
PURPOSE:  The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community of 
women whose purpose is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons 
through Jesus Christ, to develop a creative, supportive fellowship, and to expand concepts of 
mission through participation in the global ministries of the church. 

Coming up soon is our first fall UMW meeting, which will be held at Fransdal’s Stables at 
3418 Skyline Drive, Cedar Falls. This meeting will be at 1:00 p.m. on September 8, 2016. 
Nancy Fransdal will talk about “Sharing God’s Gifts of Horses with People in Need.” Rides will 
be available on the church bus, plus people are encouraged to car pool. We look forward to 
seeing you there! 

Another fall meeting in September is the NE District Annual Meeting and Officer’s Training 
at Fayette UMC, 203 East Clark St., Fayette, IA, at 9:00 a.m. on September 23, 2016. The 
keynote speaker for this meeting is David Grant, National Director of Destiny Rescue. Those 
attending are asked to bring one salad per carload for the noon luncheon. We will carpool for 
this meeting. We encourage as many of you as possible to attend.

Youth Group is Starting!
It’s a new school year which means Youth group is starting back up! Join us for a church wide 
fall kick-off on September 7th.  September 14th regular school year ministry programing will 
start back up. Eat at the Filling Station 5:15-6:00pm, then come upstairs to  Youth Group for 
ALL 7th-12th grade students 6:00-7:15pm.  Our Wednesday nights will always be fun, will 
always allow for digging into the stuff that’s heavy on our minds!

Youth Service Fund Day At Adventureland
It’s that time again! All 7-12th grade students are invited to come to Adventureland on 
September 10th to join other youth from around Iowa. This year’s funds will go to support 
Change a Child’s Story. Book donations are also encouraged. Spots are limited, sign up soon 
by contacting Becca Nims ( rebecca.nims@aboutfirst.com) . Deadline to sign up is September 
7th, $15 per participant.

Fellas @ First
Men’s Tuesday 
Breakfast 
Men’s Breakfast Fellowship meets at the 
Cedar Falls Family Restaurant in North 
Cedar, Tuesday mornings at 7:00. The 
devotional is rotated among attendees. 
We usually finish before eight o’clock. 
Start your Tuesdays with us.  Contact: 
Tim Houts and Steve Williams.

Tuesday Night Fellas
Informal.  Friendly.  Hang out with us in 
the man-cave (room 059) on Tuesday 
nights from 6:30 - 8:00.  All men of 
any age are welcome and invited.  We 
usually have a video study going.  Don’t 
worry  - we don’t assign homework. 

Women @ First

Northeast District Youth 
Retreat: Recap
We kicked off August with a retreat at 
Pictured Rocks Camp in Monticello, along 
with 4 other churches from the Northeast 
District. It was a great time to find a quiet 
moment before the school year started. 
Through ziplining, team building and trust 
walks we learned to trust others, trust God 
and push past our fears.

Youth @ First

selfie/groupie from district youth retreat



Thank yous
On July 17, my birthday, a smiling Jane Wyckoff delivered a 
beautiful red rose. Thanks to all of you for this gift.
Jim McCutcheon

A big “Thank You” to Jane for the beautiful red rose for my 80th 
birthday!  
Don Chapman

I often enjoy seeing Pastor Steve on TV. I like the hymn singing.
Lura Treloar

Thank you to Jane for her visit and the pretty yellow rose for my 
birthday. Thank you to the church staff for the card, also. All was 
appreciated!
Loretta Dykes

My family and I would just like to thank all of our Church family for 
the cards, kind words and hugs after my pops ( dad ) passed away. 
We are truly blessed to have so many that care for us. 
Randy and the Blackfords

Words cannot express the gratitude and thanks for the 
expressions of loving care and concern that I and my family have 
felt in our time of deepest need following the death of Laurel.  
Your cards, calls, gifts and caring has been overwhelming to all 
of us.  Pastor Steve has been our “Rock” and the service was so 
comforting and meaningful.  I am so blessed to be part of such a 
caring and loving church.  God bless each of you!  
Lorna Ericson, Lucinda, Ann and Darren

Thank you Jane for bringing a beautiful rose for my 88th 
birthday, and for Carol Dick for her support after the death of my 
granddaughter by a hit-and-run driver.
Darlene Jordan

The family of Marge Nelson would like to thank everyone for the 
comforting words, prayers, cards and memorials we’ve received.    A 
special thank you to Pastor Steve for all his visits and being there 
for us.  We were deeply touched by the memorial service message.  
We are truly blessed to have this wonderful church family.  
Bob Nelson, Deb Bernard, Steve Nelson

It is with deep gratitude we give our thanks for the many 
expressions of sympathy extended to our families.  Your love and 
concern have sustained us through the past few difficult months. 
The families of Rev. Keith Scott and 
Dr. Michael Johnson

I want to thank the wonderful caring people at the Rummage 
Sale August 6th when I became ill. It was a heart attack, and I was 
rushed to Covenant for a heart cath and now have a stent. I am 
doing fine now. Thanks to the thoughtful lady that gave me a drink 
of water, the RN that sat with me and the man that loaded my 
daughter’s car. There is no better place to be than God’s house.
 Joan Pepin

short notes 

I want to thank the church staff and friends for the many 
sympathy cards and their prayers during the passing of my sister.  
All are greatly appreciated.  
Dorothy & Jim Schwab

A big thank you to Jane Wyckoff for delivering the beautiful 
yellow rose from the Congregational Care Team for my birthday 
in July and Casey’s in March. This summer has been a whirlwind 
with Dr. appointments, so I don’t always make timely replies.  
We both enjoy Flo Mobley’s visits and look forward to them.
Ruth & Casey Tucker

My Doctor confirmed that my cancer surgery 14 June was 
successful and I am now cancer free. Good news for Kris and me. 
We are very fortunate to have these medical services in this Cedar 
Valley.  I would like to thank the members of First Methodist  
Church for their support in advice, calls ,cards and prayers during 
this time. Thanks to Donna and Bill Mincks, and Tim and Felina 
Houts for their support the day of the surgery and to Pastor 
Franklin for his visits at the hospital.  It is comforting to be included 
in this church family.  Thanks to Dr. Newton for his skill and 
understanding of the procedure he performed. 
Craig Rash

First United Methodist Church is the BEST Partner in Education 
EVER! Thank you so much to Lisa Congdon and the many 
volunteers she organized to help the Lincoln Second Grade 
Team with sorting math papers. Wehonestly can’t thank you 
enough!
Jarith Witt, Heidi Mounce, Krista 
Lindgren, and Kristen Bishop

Sympathy to:
• Pat Van Hauen on the loss of her father, Bill Graves, on July 24.
• Randy Blackford and his family on the loss of his father, 

Ames, on July 26.
• Family and friends of Marge Nelson. Marge passed away July 27. 
• Darlene Jordan on the loss of her granddaughter on July 28.
• Allison Ketter on the loss of her brother, Drew, on August 1.
• Jim McCutcheon on the loss of his sister, Ruth Fieselmann.

Congratulations
Doris Crandall welcomed a new great-grandson on August 16.

Baptisms
Isaac Dean Overstreet was baptized in our church on August 14. 
He is the son of Will and Laura Overstreet.

Happy 100th to Wilma Hansen
Wilma Hansen was a member of First UMC for years, and 
moved to Texas several years ago.  Wilma will be 100 years old 
on Sept. 22, 2016. She would love cards from her Iowa friends.
Her address is: 602 Babcock, Room 343, San Antonio, TX 78201
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Sunday, 8:30 & 11:00 a.m.   Traditional services  
Sunday, 8:30 a.m.     Transformation Worship

Van rides are available for the 10:00 Sunday service.
Child care is provided in the nursery for infants and babies for Sunday Services. 

Spreading the Word
If you miss a Sunday, or want to hear a message again, find us on the local Public Access 
cable television channels.   If you ar e unable to receive the television broadcast, weekly 
dvds are also available, or find the video links for sermons at www.aboutfirst.com

Cedar Falls (CFU) Channel 95.5, Friday @ 8:00 pm, Sunday @ 9:00 am
Waterloo (MediaCom) Channel 17, Sundays @ 11:00am & 9:00 pm

Our Pastors
Steve Williams, Senior Pastor, steve.williams@aboutfirst.com
Matt German, Associate Pastor, matt.german@aboutfirst.com

October newsletter deadline is September 20.

Staff (in alphabetical order)
Sam Barr, Transformation Music Coordinator

Dee Behr, Parish Visitor
dee.behr@aboutfirst.com

John Bentley, Head Custodian

Deb Bernard, Financial Manager
deb.bernard@aboutfirst.com

Chris Congdon, Media Coordinator
chris.congdon@aboutfirst.com

Lisa Congdon, Office Ministry Coordinator
lisa.congdon@aboutfirst.com

Jenna Engel, Christian Education Coordinator
jenna.engel@aboutfirst.com

Bryan Houts, Chancel Choir Director
bryan.houts@aboutfirst.com

Flo Mobley, Parish Visitor

Rebecca Nims, Youth Ministry Coordinator
rebecca.nims@aboutfirst.com

Doug Shaffer, Organist
musicman52151@gmail.com

610-4249

Emily Terpstra, Custodian

Lesley Toma, Family Ministries Coordinator
lesley.toma@aboutfirst.com


