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thoughts from Steve

Thoughts from Steve

Autumn has begun to demand my attention as I attempt to keep up with all the jobs that 
need to be done before the dreadful winter comes.  I am trying to stay ahead of the leaves 
that find their way to the lawn.  Our thermostat has been converted to heating the house 
instead of cooling it.  The garden hoses have been drained and put away.  The snow shovels 
have replaced the garden tools, and the lawnmower and the snow blower have traded 
places.  I think I am ready.

It sure has been a beautiful fall!  This morning our chimes were ringing the hymn “All Things 
Bright and Beautiful” as I was crossing the street.  I just had to pause and listen.  I looked up 
at our bell tower as the sun was shining on the cross.  It was a beautiful moment to pause 
and give thanks. It was a perfect hymn for the moment, and set the tone for the rest of my 
day.  

Autumn gives us many opportunities to pause and give thanks.  I enjoy my drives 
through the country as the farmers are harvesting their crops.  I can’t think of a more 
rewarding profession than gathering what you have sown.  To think of the hours 
spent on planting, fertilizing and cultivating their crops during the spring and summer 
months, but then comes autumn and the harvest season.  Can you imagine the inner 
reward of gathering what you have planted?  Just think, every fall a farmer experiences 
the miracle of God’s ability to take one seed and multiply it 100 or even 1,000 fold.  I 
think Jesus said something about that in the parable of the wheat seed.

We receive so much in return when we are planting seeds of faith, hope, joy and love.  
When I entered the ministry one of my mentors told me that ministry is all about 
planting seeds.  Some seeds take root immediately, while others lie dormant for a 
while until the conditions are perfect, and it begins to take root and grows.  That is our 
task as the church in spreading the good news of Jesus Christ; it is about spreading his 
seeds of faith like in the parable of the sower.  Jesus talked  a lot about planting seeds 
and bearing fruit. 

Autumn gives me time to pause and give thanks, because for me it is the season of 
thanksgiving.  Every day during my prayer time, I thank God for you and the ministry 
this church family provides in and through its many programs.  I appreciate your 
faithfulness, your love shown to those around you, your untiring labor, and the good 
spirit by which you work.  Thank you for being the sower of seeds of faith.  God has 
blessed you with a wonderful harvest.

This morning during my devotional time it “dawned” on me that I often tell God how 
thankful I am for you, I tell newcomers of your labors of love, I tell other pastors, but rarely 
do I tell you personally.  Thank you for witnessing your faith in so many ways.  I know it takes 
energy and time, yet you smile and work humbly.  Thank you from the bottom of my heart.

Sincerely, it is a pleasure and privilege to serve you as pastor.  It is an exciting time to be 
serving our Lord with you. Thank you so much for the kindness you have shown during 
Pastor Appreciation Month! 

For you, I give thanks to God,         
Pastor Steve



worship

Fusion Tonight
It’s fun, it’s 
serious, it’s 
real: Fusion on 
Wednesdays 
with host Jon 
Cooper.  Fusion 
is a true worship 
venue, with 
prayers, open 
mic time, offering and a real message 
of faith, but it feels more like a late-
night talk show.  Is this different?  Yeah, 
it is!  Come check it out on Wednesday 
nights at 7:15, upstairs in the theater.  
Fusion is for everyone, of any age, who 
wants to try something different in 
their worship.  

This fall in Fusion we are featuring real 
stories from real people who have had 
issues with life’s most basic temptations.  
These aren’t perfect people giving us 
morality lectures - they’re people like 
us, talking about living real, imperfect 
lives, and finding redemption in their 
faith.   You’re welcome to be a part of the 
Fusion family.  There are two weeks left 
in our Seven Deadly Sins series. Come 
find us in the theater on Wednesday 
nights at 7:15.    

   Nov 4     gluttony - Chris

   Nov 11    rescue - Franklin

   Nov 18   David Glenn-Burns

Coffee Talk with the Flock
Did you hear something you want to talk 
about at Fusion or Mommy Maintenance 
or the Men’s Group?  Stick around for 
Coffee Talk after Fusion on Wednesday 
nights and get it off your chest.  Have a 
cup of java (decaf available!) and hang 
for a while.

viiseviin

Thanksgiving Sunday and Communion - November 22nd  
The hymn, “We gather together to ask the Lord’s blessing;” helps us recall the heartfelt 
gratitude the Pilgrims felt for God’s providence and care on the first Thanksgiving.  The 
Sanctuary will be decorated with our traditional Cornucopia—a reminder of our abundant 
blessings from God.  As we gather around the tables at our homes on Thanksgiving, we will 
gather around the Lord’s Table on Thanksgiving Sunday for communion at all services.  We 
invite you to join us for worship.

Our Sister Church – Washington Chapel
Here’s what’s cool about our sister church:  it is a great hill-top, country-church setting, and 
the people there are so open to hearing God’s word every Sunday.  They’re a friendly bunch 
who love visitors.  Holy Communion is served the first Sunday of every month by Pastor 
David Glenn-Burns (Threehouse, CF), and the other Sundays they hear a great message of 
faith from one of our First UMC lay speakers.  Here’s the schedule for this month:

November 1 –David Glenn-Burns (with communion)
November 8 – Mark Fransdal
November 15 – First UMC youth
November 22 – Sue Ney
November 29 – Karl Dance

Washington Chapel is just north of Cedar Falls at  the intersection of Bennington and Ford 
Roads.  (7035 W Bennington Rd)  Services begin at 10:30 every Sunday morning.  Come 
to an 8:30 service at First, then head on up there for round two.  Feel free to join them for 
worship and to support your friends from First.  During the month of November Washington 
Chapel is collecting items for the NE Iowa Food Bank. Bring a non-perishable item to add to 
their collection if you wish.

November 29 – United Methodist Student Day offering
United Methodist Student Day calls the church to support students as they prepare for life 
in uniting faith with knowledge. The special offering furnishes scholarships and loans for 
students attending United Methodist-related and other accredited colleges and universities. 
Use the envelope in the bulletin on November 29 to support this education ministry.

Another Way You Make a Difference
We collect six special offerings each year, one of those is the Native American Assistance 
offering.  Pastor Audrey Westendorf Young, Chairperson for Mission Education of the Iowa 
Conference Board of Global Ministries has announced that Grace United Methodist Church 
in Sioux City has been awarded over $39,000. Grace UMC houses the Native American 
Child Care Center.

According to Beach Husk, director of the Native American Child Care Center, “The funds 
have been put to good use helping to purchase a much needed third van.  Most children at 
the center begin and end each day with a van ride.  The last few years we have only been 
able to provide two vans, but with your help this year we are able to provide a third van for 
the transportation needs of the children not receiving this service.”  “Because of this,” she 
added, “we have been able to increase our enrollment count and have reached our license 
capacity!  Being able to provide this service the children form close relationships with the 
teacher on the van and other children.”  Thank you for your generous donations to ministries 
such as this. You do make a difference.



home

An Unexpected Gift
As our church reaches out to others, 
we don’t often think about others 
reaching out to us.  But, good hearts are 
everywhere.  Out of all the other great 
causes and programs out there, New 
Directions has chosen our Community 
Meal program to receive a contribution 
of $500. New Directions is a civic-
minded group of incarcerated men at 
the Iowa Medical & Classification Center 
in Coralville, Iowa (IMCC).  Formed in 
2005, New Directions is a fund-raising 
organization operated by offenders 
living “inside the wire” of the Iowa 
prison system.  In their letter to us, 
New Directions says, “Our goal is to 
help support local community charities 
with monetary donations generated by 
having fundraisers for the offenders here 
at IMCC.  Our purpose … is to continue to 
be productive members of society and 
to help ease the burden of those who 
need our help.“   The letter goes on to say 
that many offenders have families which 
need the services to which they donate, 
thus, they are continuing to help provide 
for their families even while in prison.   
So, to our brothers at New Directions: 
thank you for helping us to continue 
to provide a place and time for food 
and fellowship to our community.  You 
may be confident that we will be good 
stewards of your contribution, and that 
through it you are directly touching lives 
and impacting people in a positive way.  
Brothers, you make a difference.  May 
God bless you as you have blessed us.  

Financial Update
September Receipts      $57,577.25
September Expenses    $64,786.19
YTD Receipts                  $629,834.98
YTD Expenses                $628,812.54

As of October 18—
YTD budget needed    $716,600
YTD general fund received         $660,166
Mortgage balance Sept. 30        $820,134

  ingather  (ĭn l găthʹ l er)  
   n To gather in; collect; bring in; as a harvest

We have been gathering in, collecting and bringing for nearly a year now.  There are enough 
supplies for more than 600 school kits plus health kits & layettes.  Money has been collected 
to ship them wherever there is a need whether near or far.  

The stitchers have collected a rainbow of fabrics and turned them into a harvest of quilted 
masterpieces.  Knitters, crocheters & crafters all have their own crop of goods to bring in.

Now it is time to gather together.  Come meet with others from the northeast district for 
fellowship, worship and, of course, food on November 7 for the 35th annual Ingathering.  It 
will be a gigantic missions party!  View the mission displays, shop the bazaar and bake sale, 
attend worship, and stay for lunch and the quilt auction.  Come for an hour or stay all day, 
but either way, come see what it is all about.  

You Can Help!
It takes a lot of help to throw a party this big.  You can help in many ways during the day of 
Ingathering: setting up the quilt auction display, preparing or serving the lunch, packing and 
loading the UMCOR kits at Lincoln School, or ushering at the worship service. Get involved 
by calling  Kris Rash (984-5608) or Jan Benson (268-9111).  

Annual Charge Conference 
- Sunday, November 22nd  at 9:45 a.m.
All church members are invited to attend our annual Charge Conference on Sunday, 
November 22 at 9:45.  It will be in our Fellowship Hall.  Our District Superintendent Jackie 
Bradford will preside over the meeting.  This is our annual Congregational Meeting where we 
celebrate our year and set goals for the coming year.  All are invited to attend.  

Do You Know?  You Do Make a Difference! 
Thank you to all who shared in the 2016 Stewardship Campaign this year.  Special thank you 
to Shawna Brimm, Jon Cooper, Susan Ney and Jake Sandvick for their starring roles in the 
Game Show “Do You Know?  You Make a Difference!”  We are currently receiving estimate 
of giving cards.  As of October 26,  we have received 127 pledges for a total of $371,822. 
The positive response reflects your faith in Christ as together we seek to support the many 
activities, ministries and programs of our church.  Our prayer is that we will continue to make 
a difference in 2016!

Join Up!
It’s easy to become a member of First UMC.  Talk to one of our pastors, or to our Family 
Ministries Coordinator, Lesley Toma. lesley.toma@aboutfirst.com.



news

Greenhill Property Update
Gale Bonsall is gathering information to put us in a better position in the sale of the Greenhill 
Property.  Utilities was always a sticking point for us to even think about building anything 
on the property.  Estimated costs were around $100,000 to move sewer and water to the 
site.  Gale is waiting to hear back from UNI regarding an easement for the utilities.  With that 
agreement in hand, it will make the property more appealing to a future buyer.

Craig Schwerdtfeger and Pastor Steve Williams have met with Western Home 
Representatives and the Architects that are designing to new Chapel on the South Campus.  
Our gift of $100,000 from the sale of the Greenhill Property will help furnish the new Chapel 
including the purchase of specially designed cross that will hang in the altar area.

Project Update – The Trustees have been busy!
The Trustees accepted a bid from Service Roofing for $102,467 to replace the roof on the 
Educational Bloc.  There may be additional costs once the old roof is removed and contractors 
have a chance to look at water damage to the deck.  These repairs will be made on a time and 
material basis.  It is hoped that the roof will be replaced before winter sets in.  If not, Service 
Roofing will do some minor repairs to reduce any more water damage to the church.  

The Trustees have accepted a bid of $10,990 from Peters Construction to waterproof the 
north side of the church.  They have already begun the project by removing the existing 
sidewalk and excavated down to the footing to expose the foundation.  They will clean 
the foundation and apply waterproofing.  Water leakage has always been a problem in the 
quilter’s room and old chapel, especially in the early spring with snow thaw and heavy rains.  

The Trustees accepted a bid of $10,722 from Kidder Construction to replace the south side 
doors, jambs and thresholds.  Both doors are used primarily for emergency exits.  The old 
basement door has been a problem with water leakage for years.  The second floor exit 
door off the Narthex needs to be replaced because the wooden door is rotted after years of 
weather.  It is hoped to have these completed before winter.

The Trustees will be restoring four original church light fixtures recovered from the recent 
remodel of the Narthex and Sanctuary.  They will be refurbished and installed in the east 
stairwell with the old organ.  Cost will be $1,925 for project.

The Finance Committee has set up $150,000 line of credit loan at First National Bank to 
cover to cost of these projects.  Endowment Committee voted to use funds up to $25,147 to 
cover cost of door replacements, light fixtures and waterproofing.  Report will be made on 
Sunday, November 1 by the Endowment Committee.   

Thank you to the Trustees for their continued diligence in taking on these projects before 
the water damage to our building made matters worse.  They are truly taking care of “God’s 
House”!  Thank you to the Finance and Endowment Committees for their help in working 
out the details in financing these projects so the Trustees could move quickly and do their 
job.  The committees worked together as a team.  Their goal was to protect our recently 
remodeled church from any further water damage.  A Fund Raiser will be held in 2016 to pay 
off the loan.  

Community Meal Leadership
With Becky and Faye stepping down after 
years of heading our community meal 
effort, we are in need of new leaders.  
The duties may be split between more 
than one person, so if one part of this job 
sounds interesting, let us know.  
• Be our on-site rep (the one with the 

keys) while crews from other churches 
prepare, serve and clean up.  (2nd, 3rd 
& 5th Tuesdays)

• Plan meal and lead prep, service and 
cleanup team for one meal per month 
(4th Tuesday)

• Program administration: grocery 
acquisition, finance

The community 
meal has become 
an important 
ministry for our 
church.  Each 
week up to three 
hundred people 
come for the 
food and to see 
old friends.  This meal is completely free 
for those who attend, and is a gift to the 
community.  Please pray about how you 
can help us continue this ministry.  And, if 
you haven’t attended a community meal, 
by all means do so!

Turkey Time!
Once again as we plan and prepare for 
our annual Thanksgiving meal, we ask for 
your support. The most helpful donation 
for our Thanksgiving meal is money for 
us to purchase turkey or other items – 
we can look for bargains and use the 
money wisely. For those who really love 
to cook turkeys, we’ll need 15 pound or 
larger turkeys already roasted, sliced, and 
ready to freeze in baggies. This is the best 
attended meal of the year. Send checks to 
the church and put turkeys or Community 
Meal on the memo line. Contact Becky 
Hardman if you have questions. You 
are all invited to this meal on Tuesday, 
November 24.



Nov 3 - Grief Support Session
The coming holiday season brings with it many emotions, 
especially if you have suffered a loss.  The First UMC Grief 
Support Team offers many forms of support, depending upon the 
individual’s needs.  If you wish some additional support, please 
do not hesitate to call the church office, and you will be directed.    
Our next group session will be held on Tuesday, November 3rd 
from 2:00 to 3:30 pm in the church parlor.  Speaking with others 
can be beneficial for the healing process.  New participants are 
always welcome.

Nov 3 - Food Bank Work Crew
Mark your calendar for Tuesday, November 3 to help at the Food 
Bank at 1605 Lafayette Street in Waterloo. Let Lisa know if you 
want to carpool from the church (north parking lot at 5:30pm), 
or get yourself to the Food Bank and come into the Volunteer 
Entrance. We’ll be there from 6:00 to no later than 8:00pm.

Last month we sorted, organized, and stocked shelves with 
miscellaneous items that were donated from area food drives. Join 
us this month as we do our part to make sure the food insecure in 
our community have something to eat.

Nov 8 - Come Home for Dinner
UMW will host Come Home to Dinner on Sunday, November 8, 
with servings at 11:00 & 12:00 noon.  The Fall menu is chicken with 
dressing, butternut squash casserole, cranberry relish, Mexican 
corn bread and apple cake.  Free will offering with proceeds to 
be used for local mission work.  Join your friends for food and 
fellowship.

Nov 10 - Cardmaking Party
Come join the fun from 1:00 to 5:00 pm in the Gathering Place.  
Come-and-Go and Come-As-You-Are and help us make cards to 
sell on the card rack outside the church office.  Cards are just  $.50 
each; last quarter $227.41 was given from the sales to Community 
Meals.  This quarter’s profits will go to the Salvation Army Women’s 
Shelter.  We welcome new participants anytime.  Bring a snack to 
share if you’d like and stay for a delicious meal in Scott Hall.

Nov 19 - 1st Friends Potluck
Everyone is welcome! Spend some time enjoying good food, card 
games, dominos, cribbage, etc. Fellowship is an important part of 
the gathering. Check us out! Come and get better acquainted with 
others in the church. Couples and singles are welcome. Bring a dish 
to share and your own table service. We meet on the third Thursday 
of every month from noon until 2 pm in the Gathering Place. Need 
more information? Phone Arlene Fleming at 266-3322.

events

Nov 22 - Hanging of the Greens
 The past few years there is new excitement in sharing in the old 
tradition of the “Hanging of the Greens”!  More and more people are 
making it part of their Christmas Tradition. On Sunday, November 
22 from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. we will dress the church up for 
Christmas.   We are asking for help from “Christmas Tree experts” 
to come early at 12:30 p.m. to set up the trees for the decorators.  
Pizza and Ice Cream will be served at 5:00.

Every Thursday - Zumba
Zumba with us on Thursdays at 5:30 pm in our Fellowship Hall! A 
free-will contribution of a couple of bucks is appreciated. Contact 
mary.friedrich@cfu.net if you have questions. Come and dance...it’s 
never too late to join us on this fun fitness adventure!

is YOUR church night!
Our Wednesday nights are packed with something for everyone’s 
body and soul.  A church is more than Sunday morning - it’s a 
family of people of faith who “do life” together.  “Do life” with us 
on Wednesday nights.

5:15 - 6:00 The Filling Station - a meal for everyone.  
5:15 - 6:00 Children’s Choir
6:00 - 7:10 Jr & Sr High Youth 
6:00 - 7:15 BLAST! (for kids) 
6:00 - 7:15 Mommy Maintenance 
6:00 - 7:15 Men’s Group (Wednesday Warriors)
6:00 - 7:30 Tower Bells 
7:15 - 8:00 FUSION Tonight - live talk show / worship
7:30 - 8:30 Chancel Choir 
8:00   Coffee Talk (hosted by The Flock) y’all come

More Important Dates
November 1 Children Christmas Program Preparations begins
November 8         Early Bird Christmas Tree for Country View 
November  22   Family Angel Tree Begins
November 29  Sunday School hour Family Advent Centers
December   1    Noon County View Gifts due back
December 13    Children’s Program, 10:00 am 
  Family Angel Tree Gifts due back



Recurring Weekly:

Sunday
8:00  prayer in the chapel
8:30  Transformation Worship 
8:30  Traditional Service, sanctuary
9:30  Fellowship time, Gathering Place
9:45  Sunday School for all ages
10:30 Washington Chapel Worship
11:00 Traditional Service, sanctuary
6:00 Les Cloches d’Or rehearsal, sanctuary
6:30  DBS – Gospel of John, library
7:30 Chapel Ringers rehearsal, sanctuary

Tuesday
7:00  Men’s Breakfast
9:30-1:00    Quilters/Stitchers, 059 
9:30  Tuesday Bible Study
6:30  Transformation Band, Fellowship Hall
7:00-8:30    men’s group
7:00-9:00  AA, 055

Wednesday
9:00    Women Connected by Prayer, parlor
5:15     AA, 055
5:15-6:00  Filling Station. Gathering Place*
5:15-5:45  children’s choir, choir room
5:45-7:15   Mommy Maintenance, parlor*
6:00-7:15 BLAST*
6:00   Youth Group, 3rd floor
6:00-7:15  Men’s group, 059*
6:15-7:30 Tower Bell rehearsal, sanctuary
6:30     WOW AA, 055
7:15  FUSION *
7:30-8:30  Chancel Choir rehearsal, choir rm
8:15-9:00  Coffee talk with the Flock, GP *

* fall schedule ends on November 18

Thursday
5:30-6:30 Zumba, Fellowship Hall
7:00  Transformation Band, Fellowship Hall

Also Scheduled....

SUNDAY November 1
Endowment Sunday
Ingathering Sunday (bag ladies)
10:30  Washington Chapel – Dave GB
Afternoon - Youth make pie filling in kitchen
3:00-4:00  Bear Den meeting (Cubs), library

MONDAY November  2
4:00-5:00 Girl Scouts, 055
6:30  Stephen Ministry Super, 057/058/060 
7:00-9:00 Met Choral rehearsal, 

TUESDAY November 3
2:00-3:30    Grief support, parlor
6:00   Food Bank Work Crew
6:00   Transformation Design Team, library
6:30  Farmer’s Market Group, Gathering Place

WEDNESDAY November 4
7:15  FUSION- Chris Congdon – gluttony

THURSDAY November 5
afternoon    Lincoln 6th graders in kitchen
6:30   Trustees

SATURDAY November 7
Ingathering!  

SUNDAY November 8
Third grade Bible presentation
Country View Angel Tree is up
Come Home For Dinner – UMW
10:30  Washington Chapel – Mark Fransdal

MONDAY November  9
9:30  UMW Board Meeting, 058
5:30  First Kids Board, 056
6:30  HOME Team, chapel
6:00  Cub Scouts Blue & Gold Banquet

TUESDAY November 10
1:00-5:00 Cardmaking, Gathering Place
1:30  Miriam Circle Bible Study, library
4:30-6:00  Community Meal
5:30  Hearts & Hands, Gathering Place 
6:30   Prayer Team, chapel

WEDNESDAY November 11
2:00  Communion Service, Western Home
6:30   Finance 057
7:15  FUSION-Franklin – wrap up/commun 

THURSDAY November 12
NO UMW unit meeting
6:30  SPRC, 057

SUNDAY November 15
10:30  Washington Chapel – FUMC Youth

MONDAY November 16
10:00  Deborah Circle, parlor
4:00-5:00 Lincoln Girl Scouts, 055
5:45-7:45  Healthy Cooking, kitchen 
6:30  Worship Committee, library

TUESDAY November 17
4:30-6:00    Community Meal
6:30-7:30  Oils of the Bible, library

WEDNESDAY November 18
9:30-11:30 MOMs group, library and gym
11:00   Windsor Care Chapel Service
7:15  FUSION (Last one), Dave GB

THURSDAY November 19
9:30  Mary Circle, parlor
12:00  1st Friends Potluck, Gathering Place
1:30  Joy Circle, parlor

FRIDAY November 20
Newsletter Deadline

SATURDAY November 21
9:00 Worship Committee preps Christmas 
decorations & trees
4:00  Fun & Fellowship UNI football 

SUNDAY November 22
Communion at all services
Family Angel Tree begins
Thanksgiving Sunday
9:30  church conference, Fellowship Hall
10:30  Washington Chapel – Sue Ney
2:00  Hanging of the Greens 5:00 Pizza!
6:00 Les Cloches d’Or rehearsal, sanctuary
7:00  Boy Scouts, Fellowship Hall

MONDAY November 23
6:30  Ad Council, library

TUESDAY November 24
4:30-6:00    Thanksgiving Community Meal 
 
WEDNESDAY November 25
2:00  Communion Service, Windermere

THURSDAY November 26
Thanksgiving Day, church office closed

Friday November 27
church office closed

SUNDAY November 29
First Sunday of Advent
United Methodist Student Day offering
10:30  Washington Chapel – Karl Dance
7:00  Boy Scouts, Fellowship Hall

MONDAY November 30
Noon – newsletter mailing
Grief support dinner – parlor and kitchen
7:00-9:00 Met Choral rehearsal,

november calendar



Learn & Grow

Perspectives on the World Christian Movement
Can one person make a difference?  Perspectives on the World Christian Movement is a class 
designed to help us examine God’s word, God’s world, and God’s work. Learn about God’s 
heart for the world and the purpose of the church. If you want to gain more awareness of 
God’s hope for all nations and how you can be involved, this class is for you. 
More than 80,000 believers in North America and 20,000 around the world have taken 
the Perspectives on the World Christian Movement course. Each year, about 200 classes 
are hosted in churches and community centers around the country. This Spring, First UMC is 
hosting the Perspectives course January 10-April 24, Sunday evenings, from 6:00-8:45.

Are you intrigued? Do you have questions?
Get a brochure from the bulletin board near the office or check out the website at 
www.perspectives.org.  The course has a price tag of $250, but if you register by December 
15 you can save $25, AND our church is offering scholarships of $100 for church members 
and Threehouse students. Look for the scholarship discount code when you register online. 
Contact the local coordinators at cfperspectives@gmail.com or talk to alumni from this church 
(Jan Benson, Jerry Bernard, Lisa Congdon, Rus & Tony DeBonis, Jan Hoover). It’s a fascinating 
class that will change your life.

Tell Us What You’re Thankful For  
Look for the prayer kiosk in the Gathering Place on Sunday 
mornings in November - or in the chapel at other times of the 
week.  Use the sticky notes provided to write a short prayer of 
thanks and stick it on the kiosk.  

Our Prayer Team welcomes you to stop in to the chapel any 
time you need a quiet place to pray, or just to think.  Each 
month the team will have materials to help guide your prayer 
time.  This month, we’re focusing on thankfulness.  The chapel 
is open whenever the building is open during business hours 
and evening activitiy hours.  

Also remember the prayer team gathers on Sunday mornings 
at 8:00 to pray for the ministries of our church.  You are always 
welcome in the chapel at this time.  

Tuesday Morning Bible Study
The Tuesday Morning Bible Study 
meets in the chapel every Tuesday at 
9:30 and reads and discusses the Bible, 
beginning to end (a little bit at a time!)  
Bring your favorite Bible translation and 
join them. You can join in wherever they 
are. Shirley Bolin is the contact for this 
group.

What’s the deal with 
frankincense and myrrh?
Applications of essential oils in Biblical 
times were extensive.  36 of the 39 
books of the Old Testament and 10 of 
the 27 books of the New Testament 
mention essential oils or the plants that 
produce them.   These oils were used 
to heal bodies, minds and spirits.  They 
were the original source of healing prior 
to all the modern medicine we find 
today. You are invited to learn about Oils 
of the Bible Nov 17, 6:30 pm & Dec 9, 
6:30 pm in the church library.  
Bring your Bible with you. Snacks and 
oils to smell and touch provided.  Please 
note: this is not a sales event.  Just 
come and learn about the rich history 
of oils in the Bible and how they were 
used.  Questions?  Please contact Ginger 
L’Heureux at 319.883.9181.

Inside the 
Music of Christmas
Music is such an important part of 
Advent and Christmas. Can you imagine 
Advent without “O Come, O Come, 
Emmanuel”? How could we celebrate 
Christmas without carols like “O Little 
Town of Bethlehem,” and “O Come, All 
Ye Faithful,” and “Silent Night”?   Join 
the Living word Sunday School class to 
begin the Advent Study called, “Why 
This Jubilee?”   In 24 reflections, James 
Howell takes inspiration from Christmas 
carols and popular songs to explore the 
birth of Jesus. He ponders the meaning 
of certain phrases from these songs and 
relates them to our daily lives.  Living 
Word Sunday School class, begins 
Sunday mornings on Nov 22 - all are 
encouraged to join us us for this study.



Christmas Season

Poinsettias for Advent Season
This will be a great time for young and old to gather and learn how the familiar symbols and 
colors of this beautiful season point to a Savior being born in Bethlehem.   We invite you 
to join the Worship Committee in helping prepare our hearts and church for a meaningful 
celebration of Christmas.
  We will start taking orders for Poinsettias in November.  Your purchase in memory or 
honor of someone will be acknowledged using the Poinsettia Order Envelop at the Wel-
come Center.   Our goal this year is to have 100 Poinsettias!  
  We’d like for Christmas to be truly a season of beauty as we celebrate Christ’s birth.   Again 
this year, we would like to encourage you to leave your Poinsettias through Christmas Eve.   
Christmas Eve is like an Open House for our church – we open our doors to the community 
to come and celebrate, so we want to look our best!    

Christmas Tree Walk 
Do your part to share the joy of Christmas and have fun spreading the cheer!  Part of 
Christmas tradition is decorating and enjoying looking at Christmas Trees!  We will be having 
a Christmas Tree Walk again this year.  If you want to decorate a tree all you have to do is 
fill out a Christmas Tree form available at the Welcome Center and turn it in by Novem-
ber 25th.  Once we know what size trees we will be having and the space needed for each 
tree we can set up spaces and mark where your tree is to be placed. Be creative and think 
of a theme or subject and decorate your tree.  Trees can be any size.  We will have power 
available for lights.  Plan to set your tree up between the afternoon of November 29th and 
December 3rd.  Denise Barr is organizing the walk this year, so contact her with questions.

First UMC To Be Part of CF Nativity Scene – December 10th 
Once again, as the holiday season approaches, opportunities to share the message of faith 
are ours. One of those ways is the live reminder of the true reason for the season – the birth 
in the nativity. This year, as in years past, there will be a live nativity scene on Main Street, 
and our church has the joy of being part of it. It will be the evening of December 10, 6:00-
8:00pm for our “turn.” What is needed are volunteers to share this special moment of 
faith with the community. If you would be willing to help, please contact the office or Karla 
Blackford. We need 1 woman and 4-5 men. There are no lines to memorize – we simply 
need volunteers to be in the manger set and costumed (provided) for the community per-
sons who walk/drive by during that time.

World’s Window is coming to us December 6
World’s Window will be at our church on Sunday, December 6 with all kinds of fair trade 
items to sell. Pick up some information about their shop and the fair trade practices that 
the shop supports. Their mission is to market handcrafted items made by fair trade artisans 
from economically depressed countries around the world. By choosing fair trade products, 
you are not only accessing high quality products, but you are also making a difference in the 
lives of people who would otherwise be unemployed or underemployed. World’s Window 
will bring many kinds of items to sell Sunday morning, December 6. There is sure to be 
something just right for your loved ones this Christmas.

Children’s Christmas Program Preparations Underway
Christmas Program Practice has begun during the Children Sunday School hour. Each week 
we will spend time working on songs and lines along with the theme for the month.  Please 
have your child(ren) attend as regularly as possible during this time so they are comfortable 
the day of the program. Talk to Laura Terlip or Jan Hoover with questions regarding the 
program.  Parents, extra hands are needed during this time, please let Jan Hoover know if 
you are able to help.

Angel Trees are Sprouting 
Country Vew Angel Tree
Once again this year we will be sharing 
some Christmas cheer with the residents 
of the Country View care facility.  Find 
the Early Bird Angel Tree in the hallway 
outside of the sanctuary.  
Country View Angel Tree:
1.  Choose a tag(s) from the tree 
2. Purchase the item. 
3. Bring them back to the church 
UNWRAPPED by  Dec.1   The gifts will 
delivered the following week.  

Family Angel Tree
On November 22 the Family Angel 
Tree will replace the Country View tree.    
These gifts will go to families who have 
been referred to us by Lincoln and North 
Cedar Elementary Schools in Cedar Falls. 
Directions for the family tree: 
1. Choose a tag from the tree 
2. Purchase the item 
3. Bring the gift back to the church 
WRAPPED with the tag attached to the 
gift by Monday December 14.  If you 
don’t enjoy shopping but would like to 
help with cash, write Angel Tree in the 
memo line on your check.  This money 
will be used to purchase gifts. Last 
year we were able to help 22 different 
families in the Cedar Valley and our own 
faith community.
  
Angel Tree Ministry Opportunities
Gift shoppers, wrappers, sorters, and 
deliverers will be needed as the date for 
delivery in December arrives. If you, your 
small group or your family would like to 
participate, please contact Jan Hoover. 
Jan.hoover@aboutfirst.com or call the 
church office 266-1713



youth/women/men

Fellas @ First
Men’s Tuesday Breakfast 
Men’s Breakfast Fellowship meets at the Cedar Falls Family Restaurant in North Cedar, 
Tuesday mornings at 7:00. The devotional is rotated among attendees. We usually finish 
before eight o’clock. Start your Tuesdays with us.  Contact: Tim Houts and Steve Williams.

Tuesday Night Fellas
If we’re saved by God’s grace, what’s the point of doing good?  Isn’t it just a lot of extra work 
for no additional return?  The Tuesday night fellas are exploring this with “Doing Good” with 
Chip Ingram.  All men of any age are welcome.  Find us in the man-cave (room 059) on 
Tuesday nights at 6:30.  

Wednesday Warriors – Men for God
Men of all sizes and ages are invited to the Wednesday night men’s group this fall.  We will 
be doing a study called “Being God’s man...by walking a new path.”  We are looking at the 
Book of Romans and finding ways that we can apply it to our everyday lives.  Our goal is that 
eventually we will be “rogue warriors for God!”  We meet Wednesday evenings at 6:15 p.m. in 
the Man Cave downstairs (room 059). Questions? Please contact Tim Burton or Shane Waltz.
 

Sleeping Under The Stars So 
Kids Can Reach Them. 
Again this year a small group from 
First United Methodist Cedar Falls and 
Waterloo attended Reggie’s Sleepout at 
Drake University. Thanks to your help we 
as a team were able to collet over $500 
for the Iowa Homeless Youth Shelters. 
To date the event has raised well over 
$128,000. 

Pie Filling is Back! 
We just made your holiday dessert easy!  
Pick up one of our ready-to-use jars of 
church-made pie filling and pour it into 
your favorite crust.  

The youth are making pie filling 
November 1st after the 11:00 service. 
We’ll start selling on Wednesday, 
November 4, and we’ll be in the 
Gathering Place every Sunday morning 
and Wednesday night until all of the 
filling is sold.  Get yours early, ‘cause 
when they’re gone, they’re gone, and 
you’ll have to make your pies the hard 
way.  There will be apple, peach and 
berry varieties.

United Methodist Women
United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose is to know God 
and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ, to develop a creative, 
supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the global 
ministries of the church. 

November – No Unit meeting
Nov. 9 – Board Meeting, 9:30 am, Room 058
Nov. 10 – Miriam Circle, 1:30 pm, Library
Nov. 10 – Hearts and Hands Circle, 5:30 pm, Gathering Place
Nov. 16 – Deborah Circle, 10:00 am, Parlor
Nov. 19 – Mary Circle, 9:30 am, Parlor
Nov. 19 – Joy Circle, 1:30 pm, Parlor 
Nov. 24 – Miriam Circle, 1:30 pm, Library

WOF Bake Sale Sunday November 1st
The group that went on the wonderful Women Of Faith bus trip in October will be having a 
Bake/Craft Sale Sunday November 1st to help pay for the bus bill.  This was such a uplifting 
and enjoyable trip for us and we sponsored several gals that would not have been able to go 
without your help.  Thank you so much for your support.  



reaching out

Change a Child’s Story
One million books and a million hours 
of reading with children - that’s the goal 
of Iowa United Methodists in the next 
two years.  Sadly, Iowa’s kids are not all 
developing the reading skills they need 
for success.  We can help by collecting 
quality children’s books and giving them 
to children, and spending time reading 
with children.  We are partnering with 
Lincoln School by providing books and 
reading time for the children.  

What’s your favorite book from 
childhood?  We’ll try to get it.  Use 
the “Change a Child’s Story” offering 
envelopes from the display outside the 
chapel to contribute to this.  We have 
already collected over $1,500.  Your 
contributions will be matched 100% 
through the Ione Zach Endowment for 
Missions!

Do you have fond memories of a 
parent, grandparent or teacher who 
read aloud to you?  Sign up on the 
clipboard at the display to share 
your love of reading with children at 
Lincoln Elementary School.  We have 
opportunities to read with kindergarten, 
1st and 2nd grade students beginning 
this month.  Together we can change a 
child’s story by giving books and time.

Bibles for Our Sisters
Thank you for your donations of funds 
to provide Bibles for our sisters in the 
Iowa Correctional Facility for Women 
in Mitchellville. We have already sent 
8 new Bibles to the prison, and on 
December 1 we are signed up to send 
14 more (four New King James and ten 
Common English Daily Companion 
Bibles). It only costs about $10 to pro-
vide a Bible. As you plan your Christmas 
gift giving, consider giving the gift of 
God’s Word to a sister who needs a little 
hope in her life.

Hospitality House is our November mission
The Hospitality House is a day-time shelter for those in a homeless situation here in the 
Cedar Valley.  They have been open since late 2009 near downtown Waterloo.  The shelter is 
open only during the day, seven days 
a week, and is staffed by volunteers. 
About 40 people per day are helped 
through the shelter. Numbers are 
increasing.
 
This shelter provides shower facilities, 
laundry facilities, free clothing, 
backpacks, bicycles, personal care 
products, telephone messaging, an 
address to receive mail, local MET 
bus tickets and a multitude of other 
services. A lunch is provided daily along 
with a light breakfast. To date this year 
they have served over 10,000 meals, including a 
Friday night outreach meal that serves 80-100. As 
the weather gets colder they also provide food sacks 
and sack meals.
 
How can FUMC help alleviate some of the needs 
of the local homeless in a practical way? We can support The Hospitality House by donating 
some much needed items. We will be collecting items through the month of November – 
bring them to the basket by the display in the Gathering Place, or donate using the envelope 
on the display.
 
Here are some items that can be helpful for Hospitality House guests this winter:
• Household items: paper products (paper towels and toilet paper), dishwashing soap, 

laundry soap pods, sweetened drink mix (kool-aid type)
• Personal Care: Men’s body wash, toothbrushes and toothpaste, deodorant, razors
• Clothing: New thermal underwear (Men’s size Large, XL, XXL), new men’s socks, stocking 

caps and warm gloves, sweatshirts
• Sleeping Bags & blankets - clean used ones are appreciated – this is a BIG NEED this year
• Tents
• Backpacks
• Money to purchase $5-10 gift cards from Hardees, Burger King, Subway (downtown 

Waterloo fast food sources). Any funds donated toward Hospitality House through our 
church will be used by our church to purchase these types of gift cards to be given to 
Hospitality House guests for Christmas. Last year they had over 40 guests at Hospitality 
House on Christmas Day. 

What your UNICEF offering can do…
We collected $440 in our “Pass the Pumpkin” UNICEF offering on October 25. What will that 
do?  Provide malaria protection for 440 kids, or measles protection for 132 kids, or provide 
a year’s worth of clean water for 29 kids, or provide  five days of food for 88 malnourished 
children, or provide a pump to give an entire village clean water. Thank you for your support. 
You do make a difference.



reaching out

Collect for Lincoln School 
(Our Partner In Education):
We collect items year-round to support 
our Partner in Education. Please drop 
them in the appropriate can on the table 
outside the church office.
1) box top labels from any General Mills 
products. These are redeemed for 10 
cents each. 
2) Milk Moola caps or labels – also re-
deemed for 10 cents. 
3) Campbell soup UPC codes (some 
other Campbell products apply, too)
4) Hy-Vee receipts from any Waterloo-
CF Hy-Vee stores

Many thanks to Cindy Spragg and Nancy 
Murdock for taking care of the collect-
ing, trimming, and delivery of these 
items. Cindy also takes care of the entire 
redemption process of these items for 
Lincoln School – this is a BIG job and an 
enormous help for the Lincoln School 
Pals. Thanks again to Cindy

“Wee Care”
Our Love INC baby ministry
Diapers in all sizes, teething gel, diaper 
rash ointment, burp cloths, receiving 
blankets, along with bottles (4 and 8 oz) 
and sippy cups are needed for the Wee 
Care Ministry. Baby wash, baby lotion and 
wipes are the items that are in almost 
every single client request so a steady 
stream of these items throughout the 
year is hugely appreciated. No baby pow-
der, please, and no used items.
You may bring baby supplies to the 
church anytime. If you are not a shopper, 
you can make a monetary donation and 
we will purchase the supplies most need-
ed. Checks can be made to FUMC, with 
“Wee Care” on the memo line. Thank you 
for your ongoing support of our WeeCare 
ministry to support mothers with small 
children who could use a little help.

Our newest Heifer International Project
Our current project is collecting money for the Gift of Clean Water -  $300 will provide 
a community with clean, healthy water for daily living. With the gift of clean water, our 
donation:
• Helps families install treadle pumps for better access to clean water
• Teaches communities about managing 

water resources
• Improves health by highlighting the 

importance of proper sanitation
Millions of people around the world still 
lack access to clean drinking water. In the 
impoverished communities where Heifer is 
working, many of the homes lack running 
water, and some families do not even have a 
well nearby. Instead, they must spend each 
day fetching water. This is often a chore left 
to the children — especially girls — leaving no 
time for school.
But Heifer has a solution. This is one burden we can help lift together by helping 
families and communities install irrigation pumps and teaching them the value of water 
conservation.

Check out the display in the church office window. Every quarter you donate will add a 
drop of water to the water bottle, and the full bottle (1200 drops) will represent the $300 
needed to provide an impoverished community with the Gift of Clean Water.

We Fed Some Starving Children 
People from all over the Cedar Valley joined together in October to pack food to help “Feed 
My Starving children”. A group from First UMC and about 80 other caring people young and 
old packed 89 boxes of food in less than two hours at Westminster Presbyterian Church in 
Waterloo. That’s 19,225 meals, which is enough to give 53 kids a nutritional meal a day for a 
year. It was probably the most fun anyone had ever had wearing a hairnet. 
Finals totals for the three day packing event:  163,296 Meals were packed, 756 Boxes total
959 Volunteers were here packing
447 kids will be fed for 1 year

Habitat Opens ReStore in Waterloo
The ReStore is a discount home improvement store 
located in Waterloo that sells donated building 
materials and home goods to the public. All proceeds 
support Iowa Heartland Habitat for Humanity’s 
mission of building and repairing homes in our local 
community.  
Habitat for Humanity relies on volunteers to power 
the ReStore. By utilizing volunteers to do jobs that 
paid staff would normally do in a retail environment, 
the ReStore has more proceeds to give back to Iowa Heartland Habitat for Humanity, 
helping more local families achieve the dream of homeownership.
Volunteer opportunities are available Tuesday-Saturday in 3 to 4 hour shifts. Visit www.
heartlandhfh.org/restore-volunteers to sign up for a volunteer opportunity and view 
volunteer job descriptions for Cashiers/Guest Services, Customer Assistants, Donation 
Receiving, General Volunteers, Donation Pick-Up Team.  Or call the affiliate office at 319-
235-9946 for more information.



reaching in / reaching out

Stephen Ministers:
*Are named after Stephen, one of 
the first deacons in the early Christian 
church, commissioned by the apostles 
to care for the needs of the people in 
the Christian community.
*Make a commitment which includes 50 
hours of training, ongoing supervisory 
meetings and an average of one 1-hour 
visits per week with the person receiving 
their care.
*Compliment other caring ministries 
here at FUMC.
*Recognize this as a confidential minis-
try in which continuous effort is expend-
ed to maintain the trust between the 
person receiving care and the caregiver.
*Come alongside and give care to those 
experiencing loneliness, the loss of a 
loved one, stress due to any change of 
life-style, unemployment or job crisis, 
discouragement, long-term illness, 
divorce, etc.
*Will give care to an individual as long as 
it is deemed helpful.

Many people are not aware of the situ-
ations in which a Stephen Minister is 
giving care because of the confidential 
nature of Stephen Ministry.  No caregiv-
ers are to ever mention to anyone else 
who their care receivers are or anything 
about them.  If you would like to talk 
to someone about the possibility of 
having a Stephen Minister to walk with 
you through something that is making 
life difficult for you, contact one of the 
pastors or Lisa in the church office, and 
you will be directed.  All calls will be kept 
confidential.

Our Visitation Program - We’ll Come to You! 
If you are hospitalized:
Pastors Franklin and Steve have established a weekly schedule for hospital calls.  With the 
HIPPA laws dealing with confidentiality, it is sometimes difficult for the church to find out 
who is hospitalized, especially if you enter through the emergency room.  Understandably in 
an emergency the hospital is more interested in repairing you than what church you attend.  
Hospitals no longer notify us if someone has been admitted.  You can help us if you let us 
know or have a friend or family member call the church office.  It has been said many times, 
“We’d rather hear it a dozen times than not at all.” 
If you need a pastor:
If you need a pastor, please call the church office.  Lisa and the rest of the church staff do a 
very good job of tracking the pastors down.  If it is in the evening or weekends, please feel 
free to call them at home.    Pastor Steve’s phone # is 266-1519 and Pastor Franklin’s phone # 
is 515-537-5316.  
We also offer Stephen Ministry, Grief Support and Parish Visitors to help
We are blessed to have many lay members who visit on behalf of the church.  With the 
help of Carol Dick, who chairs our Congregational Care Team, she has helped organize our 
visitation program in an effort that no one “falls in the cracks.”  We will strive to make every 
effort that our members are called on during times of need.  Communication is so important 
in helping us serve you.
The Stephen Ministry Program has been in existence for nearly 15 years in our church.  Our 
Stephen Ministers are required to take a 50 hour class in Christian Care Giving.  They do one-
on-one care giving for grief and illness support.  Grief can be experienced in so many ways 
including the loss of a job or moving from home.  If you are interested in learning more or 
feel the need for Stephen Ministry, please call Dee Behr (266-8936), Jan Hoover (266-1713) 
Tim Houts (268-1206) or Sandy Noelting (277-0374).
The Grief Support Group meets once a month.  The group is a great source of support 
following the loss of a loved one.  Care Giver Support meets quarterly and offers a care giver 
an opportunity to take a break and find support as they are caring for a loved one.  Contact 
Carol Dick (277-0711) for more information on both of these programs.  
Our church has two Parish Visitors: Dee Behr and Flo Mobley.  They will brighten anyone’s 
day or offer support on a bad day as they offer prayer and spiritual support.  You can reach 
both them by calling the church office at 266-1713.  Flo and Dee make most of their visits to 
our members who are home bound or living in a nursing home, but will drop by if they are 
invited.  They will also bring communion upon request.  
We offer monthly “Chapel Services” at Stanard Living, Windermere and Windsor 
Nursing Home.  The services offer a devotion, prayer, singing and communion.  These are 
opportunities for you to visit with Pastor Steve.  Fely Houts assists Pastor Steve is visiting 
with residents and helping with the service.
We are offering something new to our congregation thanks to Laura Bruess.  Laura is 
volunteering her counseling experience as a Licensed Social worker to our church.  She 
specializes in relationships, addiction and grief support.  She is available on Wednesday 
nights.  You can contact her for an appointment at laurawalker19@cfu.net or cell# 319-404-
1628. 
Don’t ever be afraid to call the church office if you have a need or would like to refer 
someone.  Our church staff is committed to serving our congregation.  Our Pastors believe 
visitation is a priority.  We are a big church, and thankfully we are blessed to have a number 
of members willing to share their time and Christian care with our church family.  We also 
have members regularly visiting Nursing Homes, Delivering Flowers and following-up on the 
Hospitalized.  We are here to serve you.  



stepping out

Scholarships for Mission Trips
Bill & Ione Zach were faithful members 
of our church for decades, and when 
they died (Bill in 2005 and Ione in 2011) 
they left a generous legacy – including an 
endowment gift for mission use. Rainbow 
Task Force has determined that a portion 
of the Bill & Ione Zach Endowment Fund 
should be used to offset costs for those 
who want to participate in mission and 
work trips. If you have dreamed about 
mission work but are concerned about 
the cost of such a trip, please contact 
the church office for information. The 
foresight and generosity of Bill & Ione 
Zach could help your dream come true. 

Mission Trips 
Are you interested in going out to serve? 

May 2-6, 2016 Midwest Mission, Illinois 
Sept 19-23, 16 Midwest Mission, Illinois 

Contact Lisa Congdon in the church office 
if you are interested in knowing more 
about any of these trips or if you have a 
suggestion for one that interests you.

Palestine Holy Land trip – another update from Lisa
I have had many people ask me about my September trip to the Holy Land, and I’ve 
responded with the typical “It was great” or “I learned a lot” sorts of answers. That’s all true, 
and I am still sorting through what I saw and heard and what I am called to do about it. 
The purpose and intent of this particular Volunteer in Mission trip was to learn about the 
current situation in the land where Jesus walked, and healed, and taught about peace and 
justice some 2000 years ago. We met with Palestinian Christians as well as Israelis who 
are working for peace and reconciliation in this complicated place. The people we met 
were not anti-Jew or anti-Muslim, but they are anti-occupation and pro-peace. We worked 
and worshiped with secondary school and college students, teachers, and farmers who 
are praying for justice, peace, and an end to occupation. We met with shopkeepers and 
restaurant owners who are concerned about the future. God’s people everywhere have 
dreams of a better life for their children.

The most recent increase in violence in Israel and the West Bank was just starting to escalate 
about the time I left the country. I walked through and toured many of the places where 
lives are now being lost or irrevocably changed. Our tour guides for our time in Palestine 
were well aware of the political climate, and were careful to avoid places and situations 
where a skirmish might happen. We had some last minute changes to our schedules and 
took some detours due to potential hot spots in the areas where we planned to be. Did I 
feel safe? Yes. We were well taken care of. But, we were American tourists and as such were 
not subject to the same treatment as the Palestinian population.

Keep the Holy Land in your prayers. I’ll tell more about my trip in the December newsletter.   
- Lisa

The Biggest News From BTS
More progress has been made on the 
medical clinic since our First UMC team 
was there in June:  tile flooring has been 
installed, as well as a solar-powered 
refrigerator.  A public health nurse is 
on-site and is working to get enough 
basic equipment and supplies to open 
the clinic.  And ... drum roll, please ... 
the clinic has seen its first patient!  The 
picture at left is of an ill woman who 
was afraid she would have to travel 
hours to receive treatment, but the 
on-site nurse opened the clinic and 
provided medical assistance.  If you 
look closely, you can see the patient has 
an IV in her arm and is connected to a 
monitoring device, as well.  Our prayers 
go to this woman for a speedy recovery, 
and our thanks to our partners at Living 
Faith Parish in Monona, for helping to 
launch this clinic!



Thank yous
Thank you for the very beautiful birthday roses. They were greatly 
appreciated.
Homer & Ruth Anne Leymaster

Thank you for the cards and flowers we received following 
Homer’s death.  We appreciate the thoughtfulness and support of 
our congregation.  We are so thankful for Pastor Steve Williams 
who was with Homer and Stan at the hospital, and led our family 
through a very meaningful memorial service.
Stan and Cyndi Sweet

As I walked through the dying process with my mom, I  was so 
appreciative of the support, cards, and especially the prayers 
of my church family at First United Methodist and Washington 
Chapel. Thank you.
Debbie Dance

I want to thank you for the beautiful pink rose you brought to our 
home for my 84th birthday! It was wonderful to see and talk with 
you! How thoughtful!
Marlys Pals

Thank you for the rose that was delivered by Jane for my birthday. 
Sorry we missed Jane. Also thank you to the staff for the birthday 
greetings.
Harold Powell

Thank you very much for the beautiful red rose brought to me by 
Jane Wyckoff.
Martha Nation

I want to thank you everyone, especially Jane, for the beautiful 
rose delivered on my birthday. And, thanks to Lisa for the necklace 
and Christmas ornament from Bethlehem. I love it. Thank you to 
all who came to my birthday party at the church.
Doris Carlson

The beautiful birthday rose was delivered by Jane Wyckoff on a 
Sunday afternoon. The rose is yellow, edged in red. Jane is a great 
visitor!
Martha Anderson

Thank you very much for the lovely yellow rose, the card from 
the staff and Care Team, and the visit from Jane Wyckoff for my 
birthday. Our church definitely has angels working here! Also, 
thank you for the many get well wishes.
Marilyn Roudebush

Thank you for your generous financial gift of support from your 
Rummage Sale. We are humbled and honored to be chosen and 
will put this money to good use!
Holly Hartley, Executive Director, Love INC

short notes 

The members if Washington Chapel would like to thank everyone 
at First Church for their positive support of the new sister covenant 
agreement. Jordan Derhammer has taken on her new role with 
enthusiasm. We have had awesome Lay Speakers, increased at-
tendance at worship, and we sure enjoyed seeing so many of you 
at our turkey supper!   Thank you Lisa Congdon and Paul Klotz for 
selling many tickets!  
Sincerely, the members of Washington Chapel

Thank you so much for allowing us to use your beautiful space for 
Zumba classes. We appreciate everything that you do to support 
our love of fitness, music, and fun!!
Mary Friedrich and a bunch of Zumba students

Wednesday Night Thank Yous
Thanks to the cooks: Debbie Grover, Genny Van Dorn, Arlene 
Fleming, Mary Card, Dean Hoover, Amanda Long, and Jan Benson
To the serving and clean-up crew: Lisa Congdon, Sue Ney, Linda 
Berneking , Catherine Glessner, Amanda Long. and Kelly Roy.
Thanks to everyone who has helped support the Filling Station by 
contributing food or funds. With everyone working together we 
have been able to serve between 90-120 people each week.  
Thank you to Christiana  Wyckoff,  Audrienne Kennedy, Kevin 
Price, Jeremy L”Heureux, Karen Page, Kelly Roy, Blair Templeton, 
Jan Benson, Denny Knapp and Curt Rechkemmer for working with 
the children during B.L.A.S.T.   Jan Hoover

Sympathy to:
• Stephanie Buchs and her family on the loss of her father.
• The family and friends of Josh Knebel, who passed away 

September 24. Josh was the grandson of Shirley Bolin. His 
service was held Monday.

• Family and friends of Homer Sweet. Homer passed away 
September 26. 

• Kay Messerschmidt on the death of her brother,                   
Vern Loveland, and sister Margaret Sinclair.

• Family and friends of Les Corwin. Les passed away October 3.
• Debbie Dance and her family on the loss of her mother on 

October 6.
• Family and friends of Margauret Sinclair, who passed away 

October 23.
• Family and friends of Harry Sullivan. Harry passed away 

October 24.
• Bobbette Fortney on the death of her son-in-law on October 25.

Congratulations to:
Ehren Marks & Ashley Assink were married in our church on 
October 31. Ehren is the grandson of Paul Klotz.

Attendance- week ending
   10/4 10/11 10/18 10/25  
Transformation  89 72 66 90
Traditional 8:30  121 152 118 166
Traditional 11:00  131 138 139 155
FUSION   28 20 26 20
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Sunday, 8:30 & 11:00 a.m.   Traditional services  
Sunday, 8:30 a.m.     Transformation Worship

Van rides are available for the 11:00 Sunday service.
Child care is provided in the nursery for infants and babies for Sunday Services. 

Spreading the Word
If you miss a Sunday, or want to hear a message again, find us on the local Public Access 
cable television channels.   If you are unable to receive the television broadcast, weekly 
dvds are also available, or find the video links for sermons at www.aboutfirst.com

Cedar Falls (CFU) Channel 95.5, Friday @ 8:00 pm, Sunday @ 9:00 am
Waterloo (MediaCom) Channel 17, Sundays @ 11:00am & 9:00 pm

Our Pastoral Staff…
Steve Williams, Senior Pastor, steve.williams@aboutfirst.com
Franklin Livingston, Associate Pastor, franklin.livingston@aboutfirst.com

December Newsletter deadline is November 20.

Staff (in alphabetical order)
Sam Barr, Transformation Music Coordinator

Dee Behr, Parish Visitor
dee.behr@aboutfirst.com

John Bentley, Head Custodian

Deb Bernard, Financial Manager
deb.bernard@aboutfirst.com

Mary Card, Custodian

Chris Congdon, Media Coordinator
chris.congdon@aboutfirst.com

Lisa Congdon, Office Ministry Coordinator
lisa.congdon@aboutfirst.com

Jan Hoover, Christian Education Coordinator
jan.hoover@aboutfirst.com

Bryan Houts, Chancel Choir Director
bryan.houts@aboutfirst.com

Flo Mobley, Parish Visitor

Rebecca Nims, Youth Ministry Coordinator
rebecca.nims@aboutfirst.com

Doug Shaffer, Organist
musicman52151@gmail.com

610-4249

Lesley Toma, Family Ministries Coordinator
lesley.toma@aboutfirst.com


