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Easter Sunday, March 27
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thoughts from Steve

Thoughts from Steve
We are preparing for our Maundy Thursday Service with our men portraying the Living Last 
Supper.  This is such an important night in the life of Jesus.  He comes together with his 
disciples to share in the symbolic Passover meal.  John dedicates 5 chapters of his gospel to 
tell about the drama that occurred in the Upper Room including the foot washing, and last 
instructions of Jesus.  For me, these are some of the most powerful sayings of Jesus that give 
us hope in the midst troubled times.  I read from John 14 in nearly every funeral I do.  

Our Living Last Supper helps shed light on each one of the disciples.  We learn about how 
they met Jesus, and how Jesus made a difference in their life.  There are testimonies from 
the men closest to Jesus.  What makes it even more powerful is our “disciples” reflect how 
common and different each one is that Jesus chose to “come and follow him.”  Jesus chose 
tax collectors and fishermen, while we have such a wide range of people in our drama.  We 
have a lawyer , printer, engineers,  insurance adjuster, technicians and students.   We have a 
motley crew of men willing to help us experience the Upper Room.  It is a very special night 
thanks to the life they put into living out the story.

One disciple who has drawn my interest this year is Matthew.  Matthew was a hated and 
despised tax collector, and considered a traitor by the Jewish people.  Tax collectors were 
not  allowed to enter the temple because the Jews considered them so unclean – filthy from 
taking their hard-earned money and giving it to the Romans.  Meanwhile they became very 
wealthy from their share of the taxes.     

Matthew wouldn’t have felt the least surprised had Jesus told him to “Get lost, creep!”  He 
wouldn’t have batted an eye had the Lord snapped, “You filthy sinner!”  But that is not what 
Jesus said.  Instead, as Matthew sat at his table, the Savior said to him: “Follow me.”

No doubt Matthew lapsed into shock, for he was hated and despised.  And yet there had 
been no mistake; Jesus had said to him, to Matthew the tax collector and sinner, “Follow Me” 
just as he had said to the other disciples.

In Greek, the phrase follow me comes from the term meaning “to walk the same road.” The 
way it is phrased it is more than an invitation, it is really a command to join me now, and 
continue to stay with me.  Jesus was saying to Matthew, “I command you to follow me each 
day and every day. 

But there is more.  The phrase also means “Follow with me.”  These words of Jesus 
communicate a strong desire for companionship and friendship.  He is saying to the tax 
collector, “Matthew, I want to be your friend!”  Matthew knew a good deal when he saw one.  
“So he left all, rose up, and followed Jesus.”  So inspired by his decision to follow Jesus, he 
wrote the Gospel of Matthew. 

Did you know Jesus is still looking for disciples?  Jesus wants to be your friend.  I pray that 
you use this time of Lent to move closer to Jesus and hear his invitation to “Come, and 
follow me. I want to be your friend.”

What a friend we have in Jesus!
Pastor Steve

Prayers to the Holy Land
Please keep our Holy Land travelers in 
your prayers as they journey together to 
walk where Jesus walked.  They will be 
leaving March 8 and returning on the 17.  
They will be visiting many sites including 
Bethlehem, Nazareth, Jericho while 
staying in Jerusalem and Tiberius on the 
shore of the Sea of Galilee.  Pray for a 
safe and meaningful journey.  

One of the sites our Holy Land Travelers 
will be visiting is the Western Wall.  
The Western Wall had been called 
the Wailing Wall for many years.  The 
Western Wall is actually a retaining wall 
built in 20 BC by Herod the Great to 
level the ground between two hills in 
Jerusalem: Moriah and Ophel.  It created 
a plaza to build the second Temple.  Ever 
since the second Temple was destroyed 
in 70 A.D., Jews have gathered in prayer 
at the Western Wall, and is considered 
their most holy place.  Its cracks are filled 
with hand written prayers.  

Our group of travelers will be taking 
prayers from our congregation to the 
Western Wall.  We will pray over the 
prayer requests while standing at the 
base of the wall, and place them in 
the cracks.  There will be a table near 
the Welcome Center for you to place 
your prayers.  All prayers will be held in 
confidence.  



worship

March @ Washington Chapel
March 6 –David Glenn-Burns 
March13 –Karl Dance
March 20 – Jon Cooper
March 27 – Jordan Derhammer 

Altar Flowers
The altar flower calendar for 2016 is at 
the Welcome Center. Sign up now to 
recognize a special date or to honor a 
loved one with flowers for the altar. Have 
the flowers delivered to the church on 
Friday, please.

Easter Lilies 
Orders are being taken for the Easter 
lilies that will decorate the church on 
Easter weekend. If you would like to 
purchase a lily in honor or in memory 
of a loved one, please use the special 
envelope available at the Welcome 
Center or in the church office. Cost for 
each lily is $10. Checks can be made 
out to FUMC. The deadline to get your 
information in the Easter lily insert is 
Wednesday, March 23.

Holy Week Services: 
Living Lord’s Supper –Thursday, March 24 at 7:00 p.m.
The drama of Jesus and his disciples in the Upper Room will be brought to life during our 
Maundy Thursday Service on March 24 at 7:00 p.m.  The service will include 13 of our men 
costumed as Jesus and the disciples as they gather for the Last Supper.   Communion will be 
served by the disciples.  The service is open to the public, so we encourage you to invite your 
friends.
The night is full of passion that includes the betrayal of Judas, denial of Peter and the 
scattering of the disciples into the darkness.  The power of these events in Jesus’ life help 
us remember all he endured before he was crucified on the Cross.  This year, John Mark 
will return to the Upper Room after following Jesus and the Disciples to the Garden of 
Gethsemane and witnessing his arrest.  He will recount what he saw to his mother. So, who 
is John Mark?  John Mark grew up to be the writer of the Gospel of Mark and one of the early 
evangelists who traveled with Peter.
The disciples:
Jesus—Kevin Price
Simon Peter—Mark Fransdal
Andrew—Dalton Blackford
James—Kaleb Zimmerman
John—Jon Cooper 
Philip—Randy Blackford
Bartholomew—Bart Etheredge
Thomas— Tim Burton 
Matthew—Heath Wilken
James the Less—John Roy
Jude (Thaddeus)—Coved Oswald
Simon the Zealot—Jacob Sandvick
Judas Iscariot—Mike Cole
Householder – Shawna Brimm
John Mark – Kaleb Price
Manal – John Price

Good Friday, March 25
Procession of the Cross at noon
Again this year, we will be meeting at Overman Park at noon to begin our procession.  We 
will start with worship and then process through downtown to our church.  Along the route 
we will pause several times for prayer and scripture to remember what Jesus did for us on 
Golgotha.  The event is sponsored by the Cedar Falls Ministerial Association.  We invite you 
to join us. 

Good Friday Evening Worship Service at 7:00 p.m.
We wil return to the Fellowship Hall where we began our Lenten Journey on Ash Wednesday.  
The Cross will be suspended over the altar in the center of the room.  This will remind us 
that the Cross is the center of our Faith.   All who come for worship will be seated around 
the cross.  The Passion scriptures will be read with musical breaks as the candles are 
extinguished.  

Easter Sunday – March 27
Easter Celebrations at 8:30 and 11:00 – all our services will be joyful celebrations of Christ’s 
Resurrection.  Brass and Bells will lead us in the Traditional Services.  Music will fill the 
services as we proclaim Christ has risen!

Lenten Prayers
Every Sunday morning at 8:00 join 
members of the prayer team to pray 
for the worship services, congregation, 
pastors, Sunday School, hospitality 
teams, ushers, van drivers, music 
ministry and coffee fellowship. One of 
the team members will lead the prayer 
time. You may offer your own spoken 
prayers or pray in silence.  

During Lent (through March 20) join 
others in the chapel for personal prayers 
on Sunday mornings from 10:00 – 
10:30.  One or two of the prayer team 
members will be present in the chapel to 
lift up your joys or concerns.    

Plans are being made for a 24 hour 
prayer vigil from noon Maundy Thursday 
through noon on Good Friday. Watch 
your Sunday bulletins for details.
 
Questions? See Debbie Dance, Jim 
Larson, Sue Ney, Genny Van Dorn and 
Jan Hoover



home

Worship as a talk 
show?  Fusion 
is both fun & 
serious.  It is a 
real worship venue with prayers, offering 
and a message, but also includes open 
mic time, host Jon Cooper, announcer 
Jake Sandvick, and our house band, 
Chester & the Cheetos.  Find Fusion 
upstairs in the theater at 7:15.  

March 2:   Lisa Congdon
March 9:  Jon Coooper
March 16: spring break - no Fusion

God in the Movies
The final 4 weeks of our Fusion season 
will look for God in the themes of 
some popular films.  Come see what 
our speakers have to say - it just might 
change the way you watch movies.

March 23:  Jake Sandvick, X-Men
March 30: Sue Ney, Les Miserables
April 6:      Shawna Brimm, Bagger Vance
April 13:    Steve Williams, Life of Brian

Laura Story 
- Blessings & Lemonade
Have you been wondering what all this 
Laura Story talk at FUMC is about?  Mommy 
Maintenance is proud to announce two very 
special events this summer.  Grammy and Dove 
award-winning singer/songwriter, bestselling 
author & worship leader, Laura Story will be 
here for two days in July.
 
A Night With Laura Story Concert -- Friday, July 
22, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary at First 
United Methodist Church in Cedar Falls.  
General Admission Tickets $20

Blessings & Lemonade Women’s Conference 
-- Saturday, July 23, 2016 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m.  in the sanctuary at First United Methodist 
Church in Cedar Falls
A conference for women starring singer, 
songwriter, author Laura Story, with special 
guests Artist in Motion Rick Alonzo and Life 
101.9 Personality Kim Bindel
General Admission $40, includes box lunch

Interested in attending the concert and the conference….special price for both days 
including lunch is only $55!  We anticipate both events selling out.  Tickets are available in 
the Gathering Place in-between services on Sunday mornings.  The office will not be selling 
tickets.  Tickets are now available to the general public, too. Please contact Cindi Knox or 
Ginger L’Heureux for additional information.

A NIGHT WITH 
LAURA STORY
HAPPENING AT

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH
718 CLAY STREET
CEDAR FALLS, IOWA

FRIDAY JULY 22, 2016
AT 7PM, DOORS OPEN AT 6PM

$20 GENERAL ADMISSION

TICKET INFO AT WWW.ABOUTFIRST.COM

A  C O N F E R E N C E  F O R  W O M E N

AT FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH
718 CLAY STREET 
CEDAR FALLS, IOWA

SATURDAY JULY 23, 2016

STARRING 

SINGER, SONGWRITER, AUTHOR

LAURA STORY
WITH SPECIAL GUESTS

ARTIST IN MOTION RICK ALONZO
LIFE 101.9 PERSONALITY KIM BINDEL

9AM - 2PM, INCLUDING BOX LUNCH
DOORS OPEN AT 8AM

$40 GENERAL ADMISSION

TICKET INFO AT WWW.ABOUTFIRST.COM



news

Community Meals to Return in April!
Community Meals will return in April.  Thanks to Jan Benson for pulling the participating 
churches together to work out plans to get it up and running again.  It was felt by all the 
churches that it is such an important ministry in our community.  It “fed” people in many 
ways, not only those who came to eat, but also those who helped prepare and serve the 
meals.  It will continue on Tuesdays.  We have some new churches participating including 
Nazareth Lutheran and the Mennonite so all the Tuesdays will be covered!   Our church 
will be divided into teams, so the responsibility won’t fall on a few people’s shoulders every 
week.  Let us continue to pray for this important ministry that makes a difference in our 
community.

Here’s your chance to get involved in our church Community 
Meal night. We’ll have an informational meeting on Tuesday, 
March 22 at 6:30 in the library. This is the fourth Tuesday of 
the month, so if you are free this evening, you are probably 
available to help with Community Meal! Bring your ideas and 
questions and hear about the new vision for Community 
Meal. We will have an opportunity for everyone to serve in 
this ministry. 

HALFWAY!
$709,696
IN JUST 2½ YEARS!

We are Half Way to 
Burning our Mortgage!
In February we passed the half way point 
of paying off our Building Loan!  We have 
reached $709,696.   Thank you for your 
generous and steadfast support of paying 
down our debt!  The Finance Committee 
is going to celebrate this milestone on 
Easter Sunday, March 27 with Bagels 
during our Fellowship Time.  The Bagels 
will remind us that our ultimate goal is 0.  

Thank you to the 
Audit Committee!
Every year we have a group of volunteers 
audit our Church Financial Records and 
insure all of our accounts are kept orderly.  
It is an important job that needs to be 
done.  Thank you to Karla Blackford, 
Stephanie Buchs, Mike Butler, Debbie 
Dance and John Myers for preparing the 
reports.  Special thanks to Mike Butler for 
organizing and preparing the books for 
audit.  He has done this for a long time!  
The report is completed and passed with 
no discrepancies, and so we also thank 
Deb Bernard for her diligent work as our 
Church Financial Manager.

Financial Update
January Receipts               $86,289.61
January Expenses             $74,231.73

As of February 21 ---
2016 budget amount needed     $135,628
2016 general fund received          $118,425

Pastor Franklin To Take a Leave of Absense
I have decided to go on leave for the period of one year. After June 30, 2016 I will not be 
performing any ministerial responsibilities in the Iowa Annual Conference of the United 
Methodist Church. I needed some time to work on my personal projects, and would 
appreciate you giving me some space and not questioning my decision.  Please keep me in 
your prayers as I make this transition.  I am very thankful for all of your love and support. It is 
an honor ministering to you in so many forms and ways. God bless you all.
Pastor Franklin Livingston

Congratulations Susan!
We couldn’t be happier to announce Susan Higdon’s first pastoral appointment -a 4-point 
charge of Rowley, Silver Creek, Alice & Urbana. It is something special when one of our 
own hears a call from God and responds in this way!  Susan - I mean PASTOR Susan - and 
John begin their appointment July.  Prayers & praises for Pastor Susan and the people of 
those parishes.

Thanks, Culvers!
The annual Chili & Soup Cookoff was great fun again this year.  Hot soup is always a treat in 
January!  We had a nice variety of soups and chilis, and breads for dipping, too.  Cindi Knox 
took the prize for favorite chili, and Lisa Congdon won the soup category with her famous 
baked potato soup.  We have to give a big thank you to our Fun & Fellowship Committee 
for orgainzing a great event and an even bigger thank you to Culver’s  Restaurant for the 
frozen custard dessert cups. It was great to have something creamy and delicious to cool 
our tongues after all that hot soup – although most people ate the custard BEFORE their 
soup. Culver’s, thank you for sharing with us so generously.

remember to set your clocks ahead one hour
before you go to bed on March 12



March 1 - Food Bank Work Crew
Here’s a fun and easy way to help the food insecure in our 
community……
Mark your calendar for Tuesday, March 1 to help at the Food Bank 
at 1605 Lafayette Street in Waterloo. Let Lisa know if you want 
to carpool from the church (north parking lot at 5:30pm), or get 
yourself to the Food Bank and come into the Volunteer Entrance. 
We’ll be there from 6:00 to no later than 8:00pm.

March 2 - Grief Support Session
The First UMC Grief Support Team offers monthly group support 
sessions.  This month’s group meeting will be held on Monday, 
March 1st from 2:00 to 3:30 pm in the church parlor.  Anyone who 
has suffered the loss of a loved one is welcome

March 6 - Threehouse Pancakes!
Students from Threehouse/Wesley Foundation will be in our church 
Gathering Place cooking up their delicious pancakes on Sunday, 
March 6. They’ll be ready to serve around 9:30 and will continue 
through the 11:00 service, or until they run out (whichever comes 
first). Your free-will donations for this treat will help support the 
campus ministry and help fund a spring mission trip. Come and 
enjoy!

March 8 - Cardmaking Party
Come join the fun at our next Congregational Care Team card 
making party!   Tuesday, March 8th, 1:00 - 5:00, Gathering Place

No experience is required.  Most cards we make go on the card 
rack outside the church office.  If you haven’t yet checked out the 
beautiful cards, you are missing something.  They sell for only $.50 
each and are very creatively made.  We also use the cards to send to 
members of the congregation during times of celebration.  

March 17 - First Friends Potluck
Everyone is welcome! Spend some time enjoying good food, card 
games, dominos, cribbage, etc. Fellowship is an important part of 
the gathering. Check us out! Come and get better acquainted with 
others in the church. Couples and singles are welcome. Bring a dish 
to share and your own table service. We meet on the third Thursday 
of every month from noon until 2 pm in the Gathering Place. Need 
more information? 

March 28 - LifeServe Blood Drive
We are hosting the next blood drive on Monday, March 28 from 
1:30-5:30. Donors, cookie bakers, and hosts are needed. Sign up to 
donate at www.lifeservebloodcenter.org.  Use the sign-up sheet at 
the Welcome Center to let Lisa know if you can donate cookies or 
chat and serve cookies to the donors for an hour or so.

events

Every Thursday - Zumba
Zumba with us on Thursdays at 5:30 pm in our Fellowship Hall! A 
free-will contribution of a couple of bucks is appreciated. Contact 
mary.friedrich@cfu.net if you have questions. Come and dance...it’s 
never too late to join us on this fun fitness adventure!

Coming Next Month...
Scrapbuddies in April
Join us for scrapbooking/crafting, devotions, fellowship and food.  
Open to anyone ages 16 and on up.  We meet at 9:00am in the 
Gathering Place, and stay until we feel like leaving!  Bring a snack to 
share and your own lunch. Can’t join us this time? Mark the next two 
dates on your calendar (April 2 & 23), and contact Karla Blackford or 
Hope Timmerman with any questions.

is YOUR church night!
Our Wednesday nights are packed with something for everyone’s 
body and soul.  A church is more than Sunday morning - it’s a 
family of people of faith who “do life” together.  “Do life” with us 
on Wednesday nights.  All of these programs start on January 13:

5:15 - 6:00 The Filling Station - a meal for everyone.  
5:15 - 6:00 Children’s Choir
6:00 - 7:10 Jr & Sr High Youth 
6:00 - 7:15 BLAST! (for kids) 
6:00 - 7:15 Mommy Maintenance 
6:00 - 7:30 Tower Bells 
7:15 - 8:00 FUSION Tonight - live talk show / worship
7:30 - 8:30 Chancel Choir 
8:00   Coffee Talk (hosted by The Flock) y’all come

Filling Station
Everyone is welcome to attend. The meal starts at 5:15pm in the 
Gathering Place.  The cost of the meal is free will donation to help 
cover the cost of the meal. 

BLAST
BLAST is a high-energy time of Bible Learning And Service 
Together for kids PK - 6th grade.  We will be continuing our 
Journey with Paul with hands-on activities that do require more 
adult help. If you have questions about signing up please contact 
Jenna Engel. 



Recurring Weekly:

Sunday
8:00  prayer in the chapel
8:30  Transformation Worship 
8:30  Traditional Service, sanctuary
9:30  Fellowship time, Gathering Place
9:45  Sunday School for all ages
10:30 Washington Chapel Worship
11:00 Traditional Service, sanctuary
6:00 Les Cloches d’Or rehearsal, sanctuary
6:00 Perspectives Class, Gathering Place
7:30 Chapel Ringers rehearsal, sanctuary
6:00-9:00  Perspectives

Tuesday
7:00  Men’s Breakfast
9:30-1:00    Quilters/Stitchers, 059 
6:30  Transformation Band, Fellowship Hall
6:30-8:00    men’s group
7:00-9:00  AA, 055

Wednesday
9:00    Women Connected by Prayer, parlor
5:15     AA, 055
5:15-6:00  Filling Station. Gathering Place
5:15-5:45  children’s choir, choir room
5:45-7:15   Mommy Maintenance, parlor
6:00-7:15 BLAST
6:00   Youth Group, 3rd floor
6:00-7:15  Men’s group, 059
6:15-7:30 Tower Bell rehearsal, sanctuary
6:30     WOW AA, 055
7:15  Fusion, theater
7:30-8:30  Chancel Choir rehearsal, choir rm
8:15  Coffee Talk, GP

Thursday
5:30-6:30 Zumba, Fellowship Hall
7:00  Transformation Band, Fellowship Hall

Also Scheduled....

TUESDAY March 1
2:00-3:30    Grief support, parlor
5:30   Webelos, 058
6:00  Food Bank Work Crew
6:00  Transformation Design Team, library
6:30   Prayer Team, chapel

WEDNESDAY March 2
7:15  FUSION – Lisa Congdon

THURSDAY March 3
6:30 Trustees, 057

SATURDAY March 5
8:30  Met chorale rehearsal, sanctuary
1:00  Pinewood Derby, Fellowship Hall

SUNDAY March 6
9:30  Threehouse pancakes
10:00-10:30  Prayers for lent, chapel 
10:30  Washington Chapel – Dave GB
3:00 Met Chorale concert and reception
7:00  Boy Scouts, Fellowship Hall

MONDAY March 7
9:30   UMW Board Meeting, 058
4:00  Lincoln Girl Scouts, 055
6:30  Community Meal planning. library
6:30  Stephen Ministry Supervision

TUESDAY March 8
1:00-5:00  Cardmaking, Gathering Place
1:30  Miriam Circle Bible Study, library
5:30  Hearts & Hands , Gathering Place
6:30  Living Last Supper rehearsal, sanctuary

WEDNESDAY March 9
2:00  Communion Service, Western Home
6:30 Finance committee, 057
7:15 FUSION – Jon Cooper

THURSDAY March 10
1:00  UMW Unit Meeting, Fellowship Hall 
6:30  SPRC, 057

FRIDAY March 11
3:45  Lincoln girl Scouts

SATURDAY March 12
DST begins - set your clocks ahead tonight

SUNDAY March 13
DST begins
No Sunday School today
10:00  Prayers for lent, chapel
10:30  Washington Chapel – Karl Dance
No Bell rehearsals

MONDAY March 14
5:30  first kids board, 056
5:45-7:45  Healthy Cooking, kitchen

TUESDAY March 15
1:00   Hearts & Hands, kitchen for meal prep
6:30  Living Last Supper rehearsal, sanctuary

WEDNESDAY March 16
9:30    MOMs group, library and gym
11:00  Chapel Service, Windsor Care
Spring break week- the following events 
have this week off: Filling Station, Mommy 
Maintenance, Men’s Group, Youth Group, 
BLAST, Fusion, Tower Bells, Kid’s Choir

THURSDAY March 17 
12:00  1st Friends Potluck, Gathering Place

SATURDAY March 19
9:00  Fun & Fellowship Spring Cleaning

SUNDAY March 20
April Newsletter Deadline
Palm Sunday
10:00  Prayers for lent, chapel
10:30   Washington Chapel – Jon Cooper
7:00    Boy Scouts, Fellowship Hall
 
MONDAY March 21
10:00  Deborah Circle
4:00    Lincoln Girl Scouts, 055
6:30    Worship Committee, library
6:30    HOME Team, chapel 
7:00   Met Choral rehearsal, sanctuary 

TUESDAY March 22
1:30  Miriam Circle Bible Study, library
6:30 FUMCCommunity Meal planning, library
6:30  Living Last Supper dress rehearsal

WEDNESDAY March 23
2:00  Communion Service, Windermere 
7:15  FUSION 9- Jake Sandvick x-men

THURSDAY March 24
noon  prayer vigil begins, chapel
9:30   Mary Circle, parlor
1:30    Joy Circle, parlor
7:00  Maundy Thursday Living Last Supper 

FRIDAY March 25
Noon  procession of the cross
3:45    Lincoln Girl Scouts
7:00  Good Friday service, Fellowship Hall 

SUNDAY March 27
Easter Sunday
9:45  Easter Family Scavenger Hunt
10:30  Washington Chap, Jordan Derhammer

MONDAY March 28
1:30-5:30  Blood Drive, Gathering Place
7:00-9:00 Met Choral rehearsal, sanctuary 

WEDNESDAY March 30
7:15  FUSION – Sue Ney

THURSDAY March 31
Noon newsletter labeling, Gathering Place

   march calendar



Learn & Grow

Your three-day retreat will take you away from the distractions of your life and allow you 
to focus on what a new life of discipleship might look like.  You’ll be immersed in a caring 
Christian community, and will be encouraged and challenged to find ways to live out your 
faith in your home church and your community.  During your “walk” you’ll be comfortably 
fed and housed, and you’ll have plenty of time for a good night’s sleep.  While the weekend is 
structured and scheduled, there are ample break times for relaxation. 

How far?  This walk is figurative and symbolic, not an actual physical challenge.  Facilities and 
activities are fully accessible. The name, Walk to Emmaus refers to the story in Luke 24:13-35 
where Jesus appears to, and walks with, two travelers  who do not recognize the risen Christ 
in their midst until he breaks bread with them.  In this weekend, you’ll learn to see Christ in 
the world around you, and will be inspired to be an instrument of His love.  

The Walk to Emmaus is an experience for adults, and there is a similar youth-oriented 
experience called Chrysalis.  If you have interest in learning more about the Walk to 
Emmaus, contact the church office, and we can arrange for you to meet someone who has 
already been - there are many in our congregation.   Check out this video at www.vimeo.
com/8697255.

There’s plenty of time to make your Walk to Emmaus arrangements.  The Walk to Emmaus 
schedule for 2016 is:

July 14 - 17 men’s walk #169  Mt. Pleasant, IA
July 28 - 31 women’s walk #170 Mt. Pleasant, IA
October 20-23 men’s walk #171  Solon, IA
November 3-6 women’s walk #172 Solon, IA 

A Weekend to Change Your Life 
- Walk to Emmaus

Beth Moore is coming to Omaha
Beth Moore and Living Proof Live will be coming 
to Omaha on April 15-16. We know there are 
Beth Moore fans in our church. Pray about the 
great things God will do in the lives of women in 
our church—whether it’s small groups, women’s 
ministry, or good friends or co-workers. Get your 
friends together and make your hotel and ticket 
reservations now. Registration is $69, and you’ll get 
sound Biblical teaching from Beth Moore herself. 
Check out the Living Proof Live site online for 
specific details.

Every Sunday @ 9:45
Everyone is welcome - you do not need 
to be a member of First UMC to attend.  

Living Word  
Will spend time each week sharing and 
caring for each other then move on 
to study different books of the Bible.   
Room 057 Contact: Terri Grover

CCF (Christ Centered Families) 
This class will focus on strengthening 
our families and developing our young 
children into strong Christians.  
Room: 055, Kevin & Lori Price 

Growing Christians
Our studies generally vary during the 
year from Bible studies, applying Biblical 
principles and the gifts that God puts 
into our lives.  Room 056, Kris Rash

Open Door
Our discussions are based on videos that 
help us better understand the Bible and 
its influence on our lives. 061 Contact: 
Sue Mutchler & Pauline Harding

Kaleidoscope
This group is for anyone willing to tackle 
any topic!  Room 058 Gil Hewett 

Seekers
The Seekers present several small 
studies/discussions each year (no 
homework) to help grow our faith in 
Jesus Christ.  Room: 060  Contact:  
Debbie Dance or Mike & Betty Butler

The Flock
The Flock welcomes all young adults 
(college & beyond) for fun, fellowship 
and study as we look at how the world 
around us influences our lives as 
Christians.   Third Floor Café,   
Karl Dance or Lesley Toma

F.R.O.G.
This class studies biblical themes and 
seeks concrete ways to put those 
lessons into action. Library: Contacts 
Mark Schlatter & Tim Klein



kids & youth

24 Hours that 
Changed the World.
As we have entered into the lent 
season, the youth continue to ask 
BIG questions as we take a look at 
the last hours of Christ life through 
Pastor Adam Hamilton’s 24 Hours 
that Changed the World. Come for 
the Filling Station at 5:15, then stay 
for youth group at 6:00-7:15pm. Our 
Wednesday nights will always be fun, 
will always allow for digging into the 
BIG questions that are heavy on our 
minds.

Late Night at the Black 
Hawk County YMCA.
The N.E. District would like to invite 
all Families to come together for a 
late night, April 16,  at the Black Hawk 
County YMCA (669 S Hackett Rd, 
Waterloo, IA 50701). Come swim, play 
racquetball , basketball and play in the 
game room! All ages are welcome! 
Children under the age of 10 must have 
a parent or guardian with them. $5 per 
youth.  Adults are FREE!

Missions and Mall
March 13th and 14th eight youth and 
four adults from the N.E. Iowa UMC 
District will be traveling to Minneapolis, 
MN. We look forward to spending time 
together at the Mall of America and 
engaging in mission work at Feed My 
Starving Children, Eagan. Please pray 
for safety as we travel and that this 
time may be meaningful for all. We 
look forward to sharing our experience 
as we return home!   

Summer Games!
Though it’s cold and snowy outside, it is time to start thinking about Camp!
For youth 7-12th grade Summer Games University is a hit! It is a week long camp at Grinnell 
College, with time through out the day for satellites (ie. Swimming, photography, sports: etc.) 
Worship, Small Groups (called Huddles) and of course amazing college dining room food!! 
If your student is interested in attending the church does offer camp scholarships. Don’t 
miss out on what could be the highlight of your summer!  To learn more about SGU go or to 
register go to http://sgu.camp/index.html .  Summer Games University is July 11 - 15.

Surf Shack Vacation Bible School July 10th-14th
At the Surf Shack kids will encounter God’s awesomeness through Bible stories and learn how 
we’re meant to experience an epic adventure each day along with God’s mission within our 
own lives. Through this interactive program, children will be guided through beach- themed, 
music, crafts, science activities, recreation, Bible stories and much more. If you would like to 
become a part of Vacation Bible School, please contact Jenna Engel

The Camp Season is Coming!
Iowa is blessed to have three great United Methodist camps.  All three have full schedules of 
fun summertime get-a-ways for kids and adults.  Get the full camp catalog here at First UMC, 
or online at http://www.iaumc.org/camps.  

Gabe Dorrell, director of the Pictured Rocks camp worshiped with us on Sunday, February 7.  
He played some games with our Sunday School kids and introduced himself to our church.  
Thanks, Gabe for coming to see us, and thanks, everyone for making Gabe feel welcome.  
Now, let’s get our kids to camp!  

Need Some Help
We have an Easter Activity for Families planned for the Sunday School hour on Easter Sunday, 
but we need some help to pull it off.  It’s an easy hour of helping out that may help others to 
understand the Easter message.  HINT: This is a great service opportunity for your adult class, 
or that group of folks you normally share coffee with during this time.  Talk to Jenna. 

BLAST is a high-energy time of Bible Learning And 
Service Together for kids PK - 6th grade.  Wednesdays  
from  6:00 – 7:15 p.m.  If you have a free hour please 
join us for BLAST. We are in need of adults to help 
children with some upcoming activities.  Contact Jenna 
Engel if you would be interested in helping. 
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March Mission Focus BTS  Medical Clinic
GREAT STRIDES AT BTS

Banyam Theological Seminary (BTS) in east-central Nigeria is making great strides as they 
improve their United Methodist seminary for the growing church in Nigeria.

First United Methodist Church of Cedar Falls has been an active partner since 2012, when 
we contributed over $6000 to start a computer lab for faculty and students at BTS.  We 
continue to pay the internet subscription fees to keep the computer lab up and running.  

Our church has broadened its support for BTS in other areas and has brought along other 
partner churches to help with support.  The generosity of FirstUMC Cedar Falls has 
been extraordinary.  

The medical clinic on campus was built with funds from FirstUMC and Living Faith 
UMC in Monona.  The four-point UMC charge of Boxholm, Lehigh, Otho & Pilot 
Mound has provided money for medicines.  Dysart UMC has provided support, 
as well as St. Tim’s in Cedar Falls.  Eldora UMC is now sending medical supplies, to 
supplement the medical supplies from our church.  Recently our church dedicated 
part of our Christmas offering to pay $120 per month this year to help staff the new 
medical clinic.  

FirstUMC Cedar Falls has also provided money for student scholarships at BTS, and to 
support advanced education for BTS faculty.  

Apart from our involvement, the BTS Advisory Committee and Iowa Nigeria Partnership are 
committed to providing support, and several building renovation projects have been done 
in the last two years.   BTS Provost John Pena has also been actively fund-raising, with great 
success raising money for solar panels and batteries, capital improvements and Kindles for 
faculty and students.  

The progress in the last 3 years has been amazing and rewarding to behold.  

Thank you to all at First Church who have been involved in this effort to keep growing 
new pastors in Nigeria.  

This March we will be collecting some easy-to-find items for the clinic. 
• pain medications such as Ibuprofen, Naproxen, Tylenol (exp. dates in 2017)
• reading glasses
• antifungal creams
• TUMS  

The sea container will be loaded sometime in mid March, so bring these items to the 
display in the Gathering Place by March 13. If you prefer to help financially, use the 
offering envelopes at the display or wirte your check to FUMC with “medical clinic” 
on the memo line.

above: the supply room at the BTS clinic is 
filling with meds & equipment.  

below: an outdoor toilet has been built next 
to the clinic.   There is also an indoor facility 
for ill patients
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Women at the Well 
– What’s the latest?
The Iowa Correctional Institute for 
Women in Mitchellville went through 
a major renovation in the last couple 
of years. In January 2014 the religious 
center, called the Sacred Place, was 
made off-limits as it was outside the 
walls during construction of a new 
Program Building. All religious programs 
made a move to a new building inside 
the walls that was intended for a 
medical clinic. They were grateful to 
have the space, but looked forward to 
moving “home” to the Sacred Place 
chapel.
 
Great news: The Sacred Place has 
reopened! There are still challenges with 
the move and with changes in prison 
policy that can make it impossible, 
difficult, or inconvenient to worship as 
a congregation. Thanks for your prayers 
during this long transition, and please 
keep them in your thoughts as they 
adjust to life back where they belong. 
The many changes involved in all of the 
moves have weighed heavy on much 
of the prison population over these 
weeks and months. Pastor Lee and the 
Inside Council appreciate our prayers as 
they all move forward into what comes 
next, and continue to serve the needs 
and opportunities of the ever-changing 
village that is the Mitchellville prison.

One Great Hour of Sharing offering - March 6
The One Great Hour of Sharing offering covers the operating costs of UMCOR, which allows 
UMCOR to be where it needs to be, when it needs to be there, for as long as it needs to 
be there ... and allows UMCOR to funnel earmarked donations directly to the designated 
project.  What’s UMCOR?  The United Methodist Committee on Relief is our church’s 
globally-focused relief orgainzation.  

This is a crucial Sunday for us because it is the day we come together to empower our 
disaster relief arm of Global Ministries, UMCOR, for an entire year. If you remember:
When tornadoes hit Mississippi, UMCOR was there.
When fires ravaged thousands of homes, UMCOR was there
When Syrian refugees needed help, UMCOR was there.
When an earthquake and a tsunami decimated villages in Japan, UMCOR was there.

They were there because of One Great Hour of Sharing. Together, we can make One Great 
Hour of Sharing a phenomenal success. Together, we can make sure that UMCOR can go 
wherever people are in critical need.

The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization 
dedicated to alleviating human suffering around the globe. UMCOR’s work includes programs 
and projects in disaster response, health, sustainable agriculture, food security, relief supplies, 
and more.  UMCOR is a Charity Navigator “Four Star Charity”.  

UMCOR is a ministry of The United Methodist Church through the General Board of Global 
Ministries, and our goal is to assist the most vulnerable persons affected by crisis or chronic 
need without regard to their race, religion, gender, or sexual orientation. We believe all 
people have God-given worth and dignity. 

UMCOR’s work reaches people in more than 80 countries, including the United States. We 
provide humanitarian relief when war, conflict, or natural disaster disrupt life to such an 
extent that communities are unable to recover on their own.

While UMCOR cooperates with other aid organizations to extend our reach, our most 
important partners are the people we serve. We are confident that successful solutions to 
emergency or chronic conditions begin with the affected population. UMCOR provides these 
survivors not only temporary relief but long-term education, training, and support.

UMCOR spends 100 percent of designated 
donations on the projects our donors 
specify. When UMCOR donors give their 
time, money, and supplies, they join 
UMCOR as the hands and feet of Christ.

right: Rev. Jack Amick surveys bags of relief 
supplies at an UMCOR facility in Manilla.  
Some 1500 family rations have been readied 
for transport to surviviors of Typhoon Haiyan 
in the Philippines.  Photo: Mike Dubose
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Go
Do you have an idea for a church mission 
for work, learning or evangelism?  

Contact Lisa Congdon in the church office 
and share your ideas.  There may be ways 
that the church can help you realize your 
mission vision.  

Go: Mission and the Mall 
Feed My Starving Children
Here’s another chance to get one of 
those swell hair nets!  Becca Nims has 
reserved 15 volunteer spots at the “Feed 
My Starving Children” warehouse in 
Eagan MN for Monday, March 14 from 
9:30-11:30. A stop at Mall of America is 
also planned! Contact Becca Nims if you 
want to join her on this Mission and the 
Mall opportunity.

Changing the World, 2 x 2
It’s been a couple of years since we had 
the ark in the church office window. We 
brought it back for 2016. $5000 will 
fill the ark with pairs of animals that will 
enrich the lives of people all over the 
world, and we are already on the way! 
Watch the ark fill with animals all this 
year. Use the offering envelopes beside 
the ark to donate, or make your check 
out to FUMC with “Heifer Ark” on the 
memo line.

Change a Child’s Story 
We sent a check in the amount of 
$4000 to Lincoln School in February 
for books to be given to Kindergarten, 
1st, 2nd grade students.  Extra points 
from the book order will be used to 
provide extra books for classrooms. We 
also purchased and distributed 45 age 
appropriate Valentine/love-themed 
books to our own FirstKids Preschool & 
Daycare kids. These gifts are all due to 
the generosity of all at First UMC. 

Go:  Midwest Mission Distribution Center
We have two rooms reserved in the dorm at Midwest Mission Distribution Center in Illi-
nois for Monday, May 2 through Thursday night, May 5. Lisa Congdon will need to know by 
March 7 if you wish to join her to work that week. It’s a friendly bunch of people, the dorm 
is comfortable, and the work is well organized and tailored to fit the skills and interests of 
the group. See what happens in a regional UMCOR depot, and how this facility is utilized for 
quick disaster relief when the need comes up. Costs are minimal (less than $150, plus some 
food & travel costs) and it’s a fun way to help others. 

sorting, packing, stitching, bike repair, wood working and more are the kinds of work 
available at Midwest Mission

Creamy or crunchy?  Peanut Butter challenge!
Peanut butter is a very important source of protein for the Food Bank’s BackPack Program. 
It can also be very expensive. The BackPack Program is available at more than 130 sites 
throughout the Northeast Iowa Food Bank’s service area.  These sites include schools, 
churches, daycare centers and community centers.  Thanks to many dedicated Food Bank 
and school volunteers as well as community support, more than 18,000 backpacks of 
kid-friendly food are distributed to more than 4,500 children each month. Plastic jars, 
approximately 16 oz, of crunchy or creamy peanut butter are just the right size to fit in a 
backpack.

Our challenge to First UMC is to donate 500 jars of peanut butter by April 1! No fooling! 
We’ll collect the 16 oz jars of peanut butter in the church office and deliver them to the Food 
Bank in April. Bring them to the office anytime. Cast your vote for creamy or crunchy by 
donating your favorite kind. What will 2016 bring?
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Five Young Athletes...
Five young  athletes were slated to compete against one another in Seattle, Washington.  
The event was the hundred-yard dash.  They lined up, waited for the starting gun and took 
off in a sprint.  About halfway down the track the person in front stumbled and fell, skin-
ning her hands and knees.  The other five athletes stopped and helped her up.  After they 
brushed her off and were sure that she was unhurt, they decided to finish the race together, 
holding hands.  None of the judges could tell who won the blue ribbon, none of them could 
see through their tears.  No one in the stands that day would ever forget this demonstra-
tion of compassion.  As the race ended, the crowd stood and cheered for several minutes.   
These young athletes were competing in the Special Olympics, and they showed that they 
cared more for a fallen friend than for winning a race.

A race is one of the metaphors the Bible uses for life.  There are times when all of us find it 
difficult to keep running due to difficulties of one kind or another.  In such circumstances, 
it is helpful to have someone to show compassion by coming along side and “run the race 
with us.”   That is what Stephen Ministry is all about.

There are trained Stephen Ministers serving now in our congregation.  If you would like 
someone to help you move on through a difficult time, please call the church office and you 
will be directed by one of our Stephen Leaders.  If you have been thinking of taking part in 
the training, now would be a good time to ask for information on when the next class will 
be offered.

Blood Drive Hosts and Cookie Team
We are now the official Cedar Falls site for Life Serve Blood Drives in our community. We’ll 
host nearly every month, generally the last Monday afternoon of the month. 
With this comes opportunities to reach out and warmly welcome the donors who so 
generously give not only their life-giving blood, but their valuable time. We could use a 
team of people who can be called upon to host for an hour or two once a month, or to 
provide the homebaked cookies that are enjoyed so much.
What does a host do? Thank the donor, serve orange juice or coffee, make snacks available 
for the donors, and chat with them as they sit for a few moments at the canteen. You’ll 
meet some great people from all over the Cedar Valley this way, and it’s also a fine way to 
demonstrate what a friendly and caring church we are.
Tell Lisa Congdon in the church office if you would like to host once in awhile, or if you can 
provide some of our famous FUMC cookies for an upcoming blood drive.

Collect these items 
for Lincoln School 
our Partner In Education
We collect items year-round to support 
our Partner in Education. Please drop 
them in the appropriate can on the table 
outside the church office.
1) box top labels from any General Mills 
products. These are redeemed for 10 
cents each. 
2) Milk Moola caps or labels – also 
redeemed for 10 cents. 
3) Campbell soup UPC codes (some other 
related Campbell products apply, too)
4) Hy-Vee receipts from any Waterloo-
CF Hy-Vee stores

Many thanks to Cindy Spragg and Nancy 
Murdock for taking care of the collecting, 
trimming, and delivery of these items. 
Cindy also takes care of the entire 
redemption process of these items for 
Lincoln School – this is a BIG job and an 
enormous help for the Lincoln School 
Pals. Thanks again to Cindy

Easter offering for missions
This year’s Easter offering for missions 
will provide hope for people locally, 
nationally, and globally. We will be 
supporting our local “Back to School 
Project” to provide new school supplies 
for students in our own community, 
and will also use a portion of the 
Easter offering to provide new books 
for students at Lincoln School to help 
promote literacy. We will also send 
some money to Midwest Mission 
Distribution Center in Illinois, which is 
a disaster response warehouse in our 
region. And, last year’s Easter offering 
helped us complete the medical clinic 
on the grounds of Banyam Theological 
Seminary in Nigeria, so this year we will 
collect funds to help support the staff of 
the clinic and to provide much needed 
medical supplies.
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Women @ First

Fellas @ First

UMW is a Missions Powerhouse
VISION STATEMENT OF UNITED METHODIST WOMEN: We are “Turning faith, hope, and 
love into action on behalf of women, children, and youth around the world.”

The United Methodist Women (UMW) held their Christmas luncheon on December 10, 
2015. Sixty-two people attended, including eleven First UMC staff members and three 
guests from Washington Chapel. Following the luncheon, UMW Mission Recognition Pins 
were presented to Becky Hardman and Faye Rohwedder for their many years of service to 
Community Meals. Pastor Steve Williams installed the 2016 Unit Officers. Lincoln School 
Choir entertained the group with a program of Christmas music.

At our February meeting Marlys Pals and Maxine Fitkin presented an informative program 
on Prayer and Self-Denial. An offering was taken. Lisa Congdon will speak to us at our March 
gathering on her mission trip to Israel.

The UMW board voted to give $200 to the Wee Care ministry, which is housed in our 
church. Several UMW members are volunteering at Lincoln School, listening to children read 
or reading to them. More volunteers are needed for this project. 

Our local UMW unit pledge is $4400. The pledge is used throughout the District, Conference 
and National UMW branches. Within the Iowa Conference $1.00 of each member’s pledge 
goes to Bidwell-Riverside, Des Moines; $1.00 to Hawthorn Hill, Des Moines; and $1.00 to 
Shesler Hall, Sioux City. These three institutions are owned by the National United Methodist 
Women. Beyond our unit pledge, money donated by members goes to mission work locally, 
in our Northeast District and in the Iowa Conference. We support missions nationally and 
internationally to better the lives of women, children and youth. 

UMW March Calendar:
Mar. 7– Board Meeting, 9:30 a.m., Room 058
Mar. 8 – Hearts and Hands Circle, 5:30 p.m., Gathering Place
Mar. 8 – Miriam Circle, 1:30 p.m., Library
Mar. 10 – Unit Meeting, 1:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Mar. 12 – NE District Mission Study 
Mar, 21 – Deborah Circle, 10:00 a.m., Parlor 
Mar. 22 – Miriam Circle, 1:30 p.m., - Library
Mar. 24 – Mary Circle, 9:30 a.m., Parlor
Mar. 24 – Joy Circle, 1:30 p.m., Parlor

Women of Faith
Women of Faith returns to the XCEL Energy Center in St. Paul MN on October 21-22. This 
year’s tour is called “BELONG” because we all do belong. Women gather in the arena for 
the purpose of making a deeper connection with their faith. There will be music, stories, 
laughter, and tears. This is a great place to enlighten your spirit and renew your purpose in 
life. At this point we do not have an organized group making plans to go, but it’s an easy 
drive and a nice weekend event to spend with your sisters and friends. You will find more 
information on the community bulletin board in the office hallway, or check it out online at 
www.belongtour.com 

Men’s Tuesday 
Breakfast 
Men’s Breakfast Fellowship meets at the 
Cedar Falls Family Restaurant in North 
Cedar, Tuesday mornings at 7:00. The 
devotional is rotated among attendees. 
We usually finish before eight o’clock. 
Start your Tuesdays with us.  Contact: 
Tim Houts and Steve Williams.

Tuesday Night Fellas
The Tuesday night men are masters of 
the no-homework video study.  While 
we like to have fun and we always start 
with a few minutes of light conversation, 
we aren’t afraid to go a little deeper 
as our discussions progress.  We’ll be 
working through Adam Hamilton’s 24 
Hours that Changed the World through 
the season of Lent.  Our goal is always to 
seek Biblical truth and to learn to be the 
men that God created us to be.   All men 
of any age are welcome.  Find us in the 
man-cave (room 059) on Tuesday nights 
at 6:30.  

Wednesday Warriors 
– Men for God
You’ll find these guys hanging around 
after the Wednesday night Fiilling 
Station meal.  Sit in with them - they’re 
good guys.  



Thank yous
We sincerely thank you for all of your prayers, cards, meals, visits 
and gifts for the Toma Family during our medical trials.  We are 
indebted to you and could not have made it through this time 
without you.  Lesley is on the road to full recovery! 
All our love, 
The Toma Family 

Thank you for the use of your rooms each month for our MOMs 
Club meeting! It always works wonderfully. Thanks for blessing us!
Cedar Falls MOMs Club

Thanks for the beautiful red rose for my 82nd birthday. Thanks to 
Jane Wyckoff for bringing it, and thanks to all for the good wishes.
Richard D. Fanning

Thank you to Jane for the rose for my birthday. I appreciated the 
visit, and the rose was beautiful, too.
Hal Scarborough

Thank you to Jane and the Care Team for the beautiful yellow rose 
that was brought to me on such a cold day. And, thank you to the 
staff for lovely birthday card. God bless.
Grace Rapp

Our family would like to express our sincere thanks to all who 
remembered us in their thoughts and prayers and for all of the 
cards, notes, memorials, visits, and meals during our recent loss. 
A special thanks to Pastor Livingston for leading the memorial 
service, to those who helped with the service and the meal, and to 
Pastor Steve for his words of comfort.  All of the thoughtfulness and 
kindness has been deeply appreciated during this difficult time.
The Williams family - Jan and Loren,  Kelsey and 
Dale, Matthew and Julie

Thank you for the lovely rose for my 90th birthday. The company 
I work for threw a huge party for me, and five churches were 
represented! Continue to be a blessing to those you serve.
Doris Loger
 
Thank you to all at First Church. Everyone was so nice and 
hospitable during my visit for pulpit swap Sunday. It was a 
wonderful morning. Your church is doing exceptional ministry!
Pastor Scott Meador, Independence First UMC

Thank you for the card and beautiful red rose for my 80th 
birthday.  Thank you to Jane Wyckoff for delivering the rose to me 
and the extra hug.    
Shirley Fogleman

Thanks to our special Quilters and Stitchers for letting me choose 
a Comfort Quilt for this special lady I met while walking in the 
Mall.  She has incurable cancer.  When I gave it to her she was so 
surprised and appreciative.  This is one of the many reasons our 
Church is the best.  Thanks again.  
Buelah Stock

short notes 

Thank you Jane for the beautiful rose you delivered to me for my 
91st birthday. Also, thank you for the cards from my church family.
Nola Kelly

There are some joys in getting older:
• Jane Wyckoff’s visit with the delivery of the beautiful rose
• Cards from the Congregational Care Team and other 

members of our church family
• The bus drivers who are available for us
• Jean and Gil Hewett give me a ride so I can go to Sunday 

School
God willing I’ll thank you next year.
Doris Crandall

God bless our volunteer bus drivers and John who starts the bus 
every Sunday. It is greatly appreciated to have a ride on these 
winter Sunday mornings. Thank you!
Loretta Dykes

Donna and I wish to thank everyone for their prayers and concerns 
during these last months. At this point in time, we are cautiously 
optimistic because the last test for cancer showed no cancer cells, 
and Bill won’t have another test for three months. Thanks to God 
and to everyone for their prayers. That helped so much.
Bill & Donna Mincks

Sympathy to:
• Stan Sweet’s aunt Dorothy Sweet Savory died January 30 in 

Estes Park, Colorado. Aunt Dottie was Homer Sweet’s sister. 
• Janet MacTaggart and her family on the loss of her father, Lyle 

Nus, on February 9.
• Family and friends of Jim Beil. Jim passed away February 12. 

His memorial service will be held March 26.

Congratulations to:
Sam Fransdal and Shawna Springer on the birth of a baby boy. 
Harrison Oliver Fransdal was born January 29.

Attendance- week ending

   1/31 2/7 2/14 2/21
FUSION   17 - - 14
Transformation  88 89 64 94
Traditional 8:30  149 123 109 135
Traditional 11:00  147 159 103 132
Ash Wednesday   103
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Sunday, 8:30 & 11:00 a.m.   Traditional services  
Sunday, 8:30 a.m.     Transformation Worship

Van rides are available for the 11:00 Sunday service.
Child care is provided in the nursery for infants and babies for Sunday Services. 

Spreading the Word
If you miss a Sunday, or want to hear a message again, find us on the local Public Access 
cable television channels.   If you are unable to receive the television broadcast, weekly 
dvds are also available, or find the video links for sermons at www.aboutfirst.com

Cedar Falls (CFU) Channel 95.5, Friday @ 8:00 pm, Sunday @ 9:00 am
Waterloo (MediaCom) Channel 17, Sundays @ 11:00am & 9:00 pm

Our Pastoral Staff…
Steve Williams, Senior Pastor, steve.williams@aboutfirst.com
Franklin Livingston, Associate Pastor, franklin.livingston@aboutfirst.com

April Newsletter deadline is March 20.

Staff (in alphabetical order)
Sam Barr, Transformation Music Coordinator

Dee Behr, Parish Visitor
dee.behr@aboutfirst.com

John Bentley, Head Custodian

Deb Bernard, Financial Manager
deb.bernard@aboutfirst.com

Chris Congdon, Media Coordinator
chris.congdon@aboutfirst.com

Lisa Congdon, Office Ministry Coordinator
lisa.congdon@aboutfirst.com

Jenna Engel, Christian Education Coordinator
jenna.engel@aboutfirst.com

Bryan Houts, Chancel Choir Director
bryan.houts@aboutfirst.com

Flo Mobley, Parish Visitor

Rebecca Nims, Youth Ministry Coordinator
rebecca.nims@aboutfirst.com

Doug Shaffer, Organist
musicman52151@gmail.com

610-4249

Emily Terpstra, Custodian

Lesley Toma, Family Ministries Coordinator
lesley.toma@aboutfirst.com


