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September 29, 2019
Making Sense of the Bible: 
The Bible and Science

Worship Scripture:
Genesis 1:1-8

sermon points to remember

Connect
Have you ever wondered if there were dino-
saurs on the ark?  How would a pastor an-
swer that question?  How would a scientist 
answer that question?  Perhaps that leads 
to a deeper question such as, “Are Science 
and the Bible at odds with one another?”

The message many scientists offer is that if 
you take science seriously, you cannot be a 
Christian.  The message many Christians of-
fer is if you take the bible serious, you must 
reject science.  Does it have to be this way 
or is there a way to harmonize both?

Questions for Reflection and Study 
Read:  Genesis Chapters 1, 2, and 3.

Think:
We can compare the Bible’s stories to 
creation stories from the Mesopotamian 
peoples around Israel. In them, fearsome, 
selfish gods created humans to be their 
slaves. But Genesis said God made people 
for a loving relationship, and gave them a 
garden, a perfect setting in which to thrive. 
What things or people has God worked 
through to nurture and nourish you? Who 
might God use now to help you find insight 
and healing from life’s wounds?

additional insight >>>

For Additional Insight
When we read the Bible, we see the Bible’s humanity and its divinity.  It is a slippery 
slope because it is easy for us to not like parts of the Bible that are difficult to 
understand or passages that are troubling.  We have learned in the last few weeks that 
all scripture has to be interpreted through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ who is God’s fullest revelation to us. 

When it comes to science, we find a similar issue.  Perhaps we read things that do not 
stand in contrast to Jesus, but rather, something that stands in contrast to modern day 
science.  What we need to recognize is that the ancient authors are writing the story 
of creation in light of what they could know about the history of our world at the time.  
The intent of the writer of Genesis was not to tell us history, but rather, to tell us deep 
theological truths about God, creation/humankind, and the relationship between the 
two.  The goal was not to put a science lesson at the beginning of the Bible.  The goal 
was to put a theology lesson at the beginning of the Bible.  Those lessons teach us who 
we are, where we came from, why we are here, and what our purpose is.  While science 
cannot prove or disprove the existence of God, it can help us through scientific method 
to understand our world by utilizing our reason and intellect.  Science and the Bible are 
not in disagreement with one another nor are they mutually exclusive.  Science and 
theology help each other to tell great truths about the nature of the universe.

Final Application:   
Sometime this fall, gather your family to spend a night (or at least part of an evening!) 
out under the stars. Read Genesis 1 together and take some time to enjoy all of God’s 
creation. Breathe in fresh air. Snack on fresh fruits and vegetables. Listen for insects 
and animals. Discover constellations. Feel the grass on your feet or hands. Enjoy one 
another. Be open to learning about the different aspects of creation. Give thanks to God 
for the world and for all God has designed!
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