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Making Sense of the Bible: 
Wrestling With Scripture

Worship Scripture:
2 Timothy 3:16-17 & Matthew 4:1-4

sermon points to remember

Connect
Do you recall the children’s song “The B-I-
B-L-E.” There are these lines: 
    Yes, that’s the book for me! 
    I stand alone on the Word of God
    Yes, that’s the book for me
    I read and pray, trust and obey
    The B-I-B-L-E.  
What does it mean to “stand alone on the 
Word of God?” What does it mean to “trust 
and obey” the Bible? Does this childhood 
song reflect the way you view the Bible? If 
so, in what ways? If not, why?

Questions for Reflection and Study 
Read: Luke 3:2-3,  Luke 5,  Luke 8,  Acts 4:31 
and 1 Peter 1:23-25

Think:
What are each of these passages say-
ing about the word of God? “The phrase 
‘the word of God’ as it is used in the Bible 
is almost always a message from God, 
disclosed at times through angels, some-
times directly to the heart of the individual, 
sometimes through dreams and visions, 
often through preaching and teaching and 
at times through a whisper. The phrase is 
used to describe a message conveyed, most 
often, through human beings, but which is 
believed to express or reveal God and God’s 
will.” (Hamilton. Making Sense of the Bible. 
150.)

additional insight >>>

For Additional Insight
When you are so “biblical” that you are unChristian Here is the irony: too often the most 
‘biblical’ folks are the most ‘unbiblical’. What do I mean by this? I mean that if the whole 
point of the Bible is the person and work of Jesus and you fail to make this your whole 
point in your life, preaching, writing, conferences, etc…then you have missed the point! 
And, in this case, your blind spot is glaring. You are undermining yourself!! These folks 
are so ‘biblical’ that they are unChristian! I am not talking about semantics here. This 
is far bigger than this. Remember, it was the hard-core Biblicists that had missed the 
point of Scripture and ended up killing Jesus. If you are reading the Old Testament like a 
1st Century Pharisee then you have a veil upon your eyes (2 Cor. 3). And if you are using 
Jesus just to be your vehicle towards morality, then you are just like the Galatians. Our 
whole lives are to be calibrated by and anchored in the gospel. It is this that is of first 
importance (1 Cor. 15.1-3). To assume it, marginalize it, eclipse it, or ignore it is just as 
bad as editing it. Source:  http://www.ordinarypastor.com/?p=10189 

Final Application:   
Create a stack of Scriptures for your home. Gather colored index cards and pens or 
pencils along with a Bible for each family member. Distribute the supplies to each family 
member. Ask each person to choose 3-4 favorite Bible verses and write them on his 
or her index cards along with his or her name. Collect the cards and keep them on the 
dining table. Before each meal, choose a card, read the passage and pray for the person 
who chose it. Place that card on the bottom of the stack. If you have very young family 
members, invite them to draw pictures describing the verses or to help other family 
members with their stacks. Keep adding to your family’s stack throughout the year. 
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