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Making Sense of the Bible: 
The Old Testament 

Worship Scripture:
Jeremiah 8:18 - 9:1

sermon points to remember

Connect
• What is your favorite story from the Old 

Testament and why do you like it? 
• Does this story seem to have anything 

to do with your own life and faith? 
• Why do we read Old Testament stories 

to our children? 
• What value do you think this has?

Questions for Reflection and Study 
Read: 
Genesis 12:6 
Numbers 12:3
Deuteronomy 34:1-12 
Deuteronomy 31:24 
Exodus 24:4

Think:
• What hints do these verses give us 

about the assertion that Moses himself 
wrote the Torah in its entirety? 

• What do these verses indicate about 
the writing of the portion of the Bible 
identified as the Law? 

• What does Sunday’s message suggest 
as a reasonable hypothesis about the 
authorship of these books?

• What did Sunday’s message suggest 
about another event influencing the 
shaping of the Old Testament? 

Discuss with someone: 
• Where you were on September 11, 

2001? What do you remember? 
• What were the feelings, the weather, 

and the conversations with other?

additional insight >>>

For Additional Insight
What is the Bible? “What I began to see was that the Bible is not essentially, as I had 
always more or less supposed, a book of ethical principles, or moral exhortations, of 
cautionary tales about exemplary people, of uplifting thoughts–in fact, not really a 
religious book at all in the sense that most of the books you would be apt to find in 
a minister’s study or reviewed in a special religion issue of the New York Times book 
section are religious. I saw it instead as a great, tattered compendium of writings, the 
underlying and unifying purpose of all of which is to show how God works through the 
Jacobs and Jabboks of history to make himself known to the world and to draw the 
world back to himself. For all its vast diversity and unevenness, it is a book with a plot 
and a plot that can be readily stated. God makes the world in love. For one reason or 
another the world chooses to reject God. God will not reject the world but continues 
his mysterious and relentless pursuit of it to the end of time. That is what he is doing by 
choosing Israel to be his special people. That is what he is doing through all the passion 
and poetry and invective of the prophets. That is why history plays such a crucial part 
in the Old Testament–all those kings and renegades and battles and invasions and 
apostasies–because it was precisely through people like that and events like those 
that God was at work, as, later, in the New Testament, he was supremely at work in 
the person and event of Jesus Christ. Only “is at work” would be the more accurate 
way of putting it because if there is a God who works at all, his work goes on still, of 
course, and at one and the same time the biblical past not only illumines the present but 
becomes itself part of that present, part of our own individual pasts. Until you can read 
the story of Adam and Eve, of Abraham and Sarah, of David and Bathsheba, as your 
own story…you have not really understood it.”  (Frederick Buechner, Now and Then. 
(HarperSanFrancisco, 1983, pp. 20-21.) 
 
Final application:   
This week, sit down with a spouse or friend and list some Biblical Old Testament 
passages that are difficult for you to understand. Find these passages and re-read them 
together. Ask yourself what these passages might show about how God has worked 
with people through the ages. Discuss the passages and see if your understanding 
has improved. Do not be discouraged if you don’t discover easy answers to all your 
questions. Next week, share with the group what you found in this exercise.
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